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Her Royal Highness Princess Astrid, Princess 
of Belgium, was born in Brussels on 5 June 
1962. She is the second child of King Albert 
II and Queen Paola.

After her secondary education in Brussels, 
Princess Astrid studied art history for a year 
at Leiden in the Netherlands. She completed 
her education in Geneva, at the Institute of 
European Studies and in Michigan in the 
United States.

In Brussels on 22 September 1984, Princess 
Astrid married Lorenz, Archduke of Austria-
Este, who became Prince of Belgium in 1995.

The couple have five children, all born in 
Belgium: Amedeo (21 February 1986), 
Maria Laura (26 August 1988), Joachim (9 
December 1991), Luisa Maria (11 October 
1995) and Laetitia Maria (23 April 2003).

Princess Astrid has always shown particular 
concern for those in society who risk falling 
through the net. She supports initiatives that 
assist the disadvantaged, in particular single 

mothers and people lacking in education and 
skills.

In late June 2009, the International 
Paralympic Committee (IPC) Governing Board 
ratified the appointment of Princess Astrid as 
a member of the IPC Honorary Board.

In January 2010, the charity Action Damien/
Damiaanactie announced that Princess 
Astrid had agreed to take over from HM 
Queen Fabiola as Honorary President of the 
organization.

As Honorary President of the Queen Elisabeth 
Medical Foundation (QEMF) and the King 
Baudouin Foundation’s Scientific and Medical 
Funds, Princess Astrid lends her support 
to fundamental medical research. She is 
involved in the fight against epidemics and 
pandemics, including from 2007 until 2015 
as Special Representative of the Roll Back 
Malaria (RBM) Partnership. The Princess is 
also committed to championing the victims 
of violence, most notably in efforts to combat 
antipersonnel mines.

On 20 June 2013, the Secretariat of the 
Ottawa Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention 
announced that Princess Astrid - as Special 
Envoy of the Convention - would be part of 
a working group tasked with promoting the 
treaty at a diplomatic level in states that had 
not yet joined.

Princess Astrid joined the Belgian Armed 
Forces on 22 May 1997. She is a colonel in 
the Medical Unit.

The Princess is involved in the public 
activities of the Royal Family.

Princess Astrid represented the King at his 
request during the trade missions to Angola 
& South Africa and to India in 2013, to the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia & the Sultanate of 
Oman, to Colombia & Peru and to Malaysia 
& Singapore in 2014, to Qatar & the United 
Arab Emirates and to Western Canada in 
2015 and to Indonesia in 2016.
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Born in Liège on August 6th, 1958 
Married - 4 children

GOVERNMENT POSITIONS

	Minister of Finance (1999 - 2011)

	Chairman of the Eurogroup (January - 
December 2001)

	President of the Ecofin (July - December 
2001 / July 2010 - December 2010)

	Member of the G7 in 2001

	Chairman of the G10, which is the meeting 
of the main creditor States, in 2002

	Minister in charge of the Belgian Buildings 
Agency (2003 - 2011)

	Deputy Prime Minister since 18 July 2004

	Minister of Institutional Reforms (2004 - 
2011)

	Minister in charge of the National Lottery, 
the Federal Holding and Investment 
Company (FHIC)

	and the insurance companies (2007 - 
2011)

	Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade 
and European Affairs (2011 - 2014)

	Minister of Foreign Affairs and European 
Affairs, in charge of Beliris and Federal 
Cultural Institutions since 11 October 
2014

ACADEMICAL FUNCTIONS

	Lecturer at the Hautes Ecoles 
commerciales of Liège

	Staff member of the Public Law 
Department at the University of Liège

	Guest lecturer at the Université catholique 
de Louvain (Louvain business school 
(UCL))

POLITICAL ACTIVITIES

	Chief of staff of the Deputy Prime Minister, 
Minister of Justice and Institutional 
Reforms, Jean Gol (1987 - 1988)

	Member of the Liège Town Council (1988 - 
2012)

	Leader of the MR Group of the Liège Town 
Council (1995 - 2012)

	Deputy Chairman of the MR (1992 - 2004)

	Member of Parliament since 1992

	Chairman of the PRL-FDF Group (1995 - 
1999)

	Chairman of the Provincial and District MR 
Federation (1995-2004)

	Member of the Bureau and Deputy 
Chairman of the Liberal International 
(2005 - 2011)

	Chairman of the Mouvement Réformateur 
(2004 - 2011)

	Member and Leader of the MR Group of 
the Uccle Town Council (since 3 December 
2012)

	Chairman of the Brussels MR Federation 
(since 12 January 2013)

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

	Lawyer (1981 - 1985)

	Director General of the Local Authorities 
Department of the Ministry of the Walloon 
Region (1985 - 1988)

	Chairman of the National Railway Company 
of Belgium (1986 - 1991)

	Chairman of the National Society of 
Airways (1991 - 1993)
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PERSONALIA

	°Roeselare, July 6th 1951

	Master in Law, Ghent University

POLITICAL CAREER

Starting out his professional career as a 
lawyer and solicitor, Geert Bourgeois first ac-
ceded to politics in 1977, after having spent 
more than ten years at the service of the 
‘Vlaamse Beweging’ (Flemish movement). 
He was first elected local councillor for the 
Volksunie party in Izegem before moving on 
to become alderman in this town. In 1995, 
he entered the Belgian House of Representa-
tives, where he distinguished himself as a 
legal specialist. 

In 2000 he came at the helm of the Volk-
sunie. After the break-up of this party, he 
founded the Nieuw-Vlaamse Alliantie (N-VA) 
in 2001 and became the party’s first leader. 

Geert Bourgeois is Minister-President of the 
Government of Flanders, in which he is also 
competent for foreign policy and immovable 
heritage. 

Geert has been a minister in the Government 
of Flanders since 2004. Over the years, his 
portfolio has included local and provincial 
government, public governance, foreign pol-
icy, civic integration, media, tourism, immov-
able heritage and the ‘Vlaamse Rand’ (ring 
of Flemish municipalities around the capital 
Brussels). In 2009, he became Vice-Minister-
President. He has been Minister-president of 
the Government of Flanders since 2014.
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HE  
JEAN-CLAUDE 

MARCOURT

VICE-PRESIDENT AND MINISTER OF 
ECONOMY, INDUSTRY, INNOVATION AND 
NEW TECHNOLOGIES OF THE WALLOON 

GOVERNMENT

VICE-PRESIDENT AND MINISTER OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION, RESEARCH AND MEDIA OF THE 

WALLONIA-BRUSSELS FEDERATION
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Born in Awans on October 16th, 1956 
Married - 2 children

	1974 - 1979 
University of Liege - Juris Doctor in Law

PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE

	Since 1979  
Attorney and member of the Liege Bar  
(on leave since 1992)

	1992 - 1994 
Director of Cabinet of the Walloon 
Regional Minister for Internal Affairs

	1994 - 1995 
Director of Cabinet of the Walloon 
Regional Minister for Internal Affairs, Civil 
Service and Budget

	1995 - 1997 
Director of Cabinet of the Walloon 
Regional Minister for Budget, Finance, 
Employment and Formation

	 Minister of the Wallonia-Brussels 
Federation for Budget, Finance and Civil 
Service

	1998 - 1999 
Director of Cabinet of the Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Economy and 
Telecommunications

	1999 - 2003 
Director of Cabinet of the Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Employment of 
the Federal Government of Belgium

	2003 - 2004 
Director of Cabinet of the Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Justice of the 
Federal Government of Belgium

	2004 - 2009 
Minister of Economy, Employment, Foreign 
Trade and Heritage of the Walloon Re-
gional Government

	2009 - 2014 
Vice-President and Minister of Economy, 
SME, Foreign Trade and New Technologies 
of the Wallonia Region Government

	 Minister of Higher Education of the 
Wallonia-Brussels Federation

	Since 2014 
Vice-President and Minister of 
Economy, Industry, Innovation and New 
Technologies of the Walloon Government

	 Vice-President and Minister of Higher 
Education, Research and Media of the 
Wallonia-Brussels Federation
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Born on 22 July 1962 in Aalter

Married to Caroline Bergez and father of 
Constantijn, Alicia and Victoria

EDUCATION

	Master of Romanic Philology at KU Leuven 
– Katholieke Universiteit Leuven (Dutch-
speaking Catholic University of Leuven )

	Master of European and international Law 
at VUB – Vrije Universiteit Brussel (Dutch-
speaking Free University of Brussels )

PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE

	1987 - 1989 
Assistant in Roularta Media Group 

	1989 - 1995 
Chairman of the youth CVP (Christelijke 
Volkspartij - Christian People’s Party)
Section Ghent–Eeklo 

	1989 - 1992 
Attaché at the private office of Prime 
Minister Wilfried Martens 

	1992 - 1993 
Attaché at the private office of Minister of 
Defense Leo Delcroix

	1993 - 1994 
Adviser in “De fabrieken van de 
Gebroeders De Beukelaar”

	Since 1995 
Mayor of Aalter, re-elected in 2000,  
2006 and 2012. 

	1995 
CVP Member of Parliament of the 
constituency for Ghent-Eeklo, re-elected 
in 1999

	Since 2003 
CD&V Member of Parliament of the 
constituency for Oost-Vlaanderen (East –
Flanders), re-elected in 2007

	31 May 2003 - 21 December 2007 
Chairman of CD&V parliamentary party at 
the House of Representatives

	10 June 2007 - 21 December 2007 
Chairman of the Commission for the 
Interior at the House of Representatives

	Member of the Parliamentary Assembly  
of the OSCE

	21 December 2007 - 10 October 2014 
Minister of Defense 

	5 March 2013 - 10 October 2014 
Deputy Prime Minister

	Since 10 October 2014 
Federal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Trade

	Commander in the Order of Leopold

LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY

Pieter De Crem is Dutch native speaker. 
He speaks and writes fluently in French, 
English, German, Spanish, Italian and 
Portuguese. He also has a basic knowledge 
of Russian
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HE  
CÉCILE  

JODOGNE

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR  
FOREIGN TRADE & INVESTMENT FOR THE 

BRUSSELS-CAPITAL REGION

MINISTER OF THE FRENCH COMMUNITY 
COMMISSION IN CHARGE OF CIVIL SERVICE 

AND HEALTH POLICY 
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Born on 1st April 1964 in Leuven

	Master’s degree in Geographic sciences 
(UCL)

	Master’s degree in Economic sciences 
(UCL) 

	Secretary of State for the Brussels-
Capital Region, in charge of Foreign Trade 
and Firefighting and Emergency Medical 
Assistance

	Minister, Member of the Board of the 
French Community Commission (COCOF), 
in charge of Civil Service and Health 
Policy

	Deputy Mayor of Schaerbeek (Brussels)

PROFESSIONAL CAREER

	1989 - 1991 
Research and Teaching Assistant at 
Catholic University of Louvain-la-Neuve 
(UCL)  

	1992 - 1995 
Advisor for the Secretary of State for 
the Brussels-Capital Region in charge of 
Monuments and Sites. 

	1995 - 2000 
Director – Cabinet of Deputy Mayor of 
Schaerbeek Bernard Clerfayt

	2001 - 2006 
Local Councillor – Schaerbeek

	2001 - 2003 
Project & Communication Manager at 
M-Brussels Village (the Brussels ICT 
Business Centre) 

	2004 - 2006 
Director of « Maison Autrique », the first 
striking building designed by Victor Horta  

	Since 2006 
Deputy Mayor in charge of spatial 
planning, urbanism, environment, tourism 
and property

	2008 - December 2011  
Mayor of Schaerbeek

	Since 2008 
Teaching assistant at University of 
Brussels (ULB) – architecture faculty  

	2009 - 2014 
Member of the Parliament of the 
Brussels-Capital Region

	Since 2014 
Secretary of State for the Brussels-
Capital Region, in charge of Foreign Trade 
& Investment, Firefighting and Emergency 
Medical Assistance

	 Minister, Member of the Board of  
the French Community Commission 
(COCOF), in charge of Civil Service and  
Health Policy
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The Port of Antwerp is the 2nd largest seaport in Europe. Located right 
in the middle of Europe, it offers optimal connections: a vast network 
of roads, railway and inland waterways guarantee a smooth through-
put to all of the major European industrial and consumer areas.

Antwerp is a multifunctional port, where all types of cargo (containers, 
break bulk, dry bulk, liquid bulk) are loaded, unloaded, stored and 
handled in a most efficient way.

With direct services to over 1400 ports worldwide, the Port of Antwerp 
offers a wide variety of regular seaborne and short sea maritime ser-
vices to all destinations worldwide including for the largest existing 
vessels.

The Port of Antwerp offers a unique blend of cargo handling, industrial 
activity and logistics operations. It has Europe’s largest production 
and distribution center for chemicals and plastics.

The Antwerp Port Authority determines the strategic options for the 
port and sets the long-term policy guidelines. It manages and devel-
ops the port infrastructure and prepares the port for a sustainable 
future.

ANTWERP PORT AUTHORITY

MARC
VAN PEEL
President

JACQUES
VANDERMEIREN
CEO Designate

WIM
DILLEN
Manager Business 
Development

MICHEL
LEYSEELE
Manager Oil & 
Chemistry cluster

FILIP
VANDENBUSSCHE
Port of Antwerp 
Representative

Zaha Hadidplein 1
2030 Antwerp
T: +32 3 205 20 11
info@portofantwerp.com
WWW.PORTOFANTWERP.COM
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The port of Ghent is a congestion-free logistical and industrial seaport 
specializing in the handling and storage of dry, liquid and agribulk, 
automotive and distribution. Typical commodities are agricultural pro-
ducts, vegetable oils, fertilizers, biomass, steel, coal, ores, construc-
tion materials, forest products, chemical and petroleum products, 
cars and trucks with 300 companies active.

The port can easily be accessed through the Ghent-Terneuzen Ca-
nal and can accommodate vessels up to Panamax size. Ghent port 
comprises 28 km of quay length and has 660 hectares of industrial 
greenfield sites readily available. It has excellent hinterland connec-
tions to the whole of Europe. Last year, Ghent handled a volume of 
46.5 million tons of waterborne cargo.

Ghent Port Company, limited liability company under public law, man-
ages the port of Ghent. It sees to it that the necessary and adequate 

infrastructure is present for a smooth handling of shipping and cargo 
traffic. It also makes sure that a favorable social and economic cli-
mate is created for the companies that are active in the port or wish 
to establish themselves there.

PORT OF GHENT

DAAN
SCHALCK
CEO

John Kennedylaan 32
9042 Ghent
T: +32 9 251 05 50
contactus@portofghent.be
WWW.PORTOFGHENT.BE
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ARG delivers the following services:
	 Condition Monitoring: Assists customers in monitoring and 

analyzing equipment to detect a developing failure so that repairs 
can be scheduled and performed.

	 Consulting & Training: Assesses a customer’s existing 
maintenance & reliability programs and develops plans to 
improve their systems and processes over time.

	 Products & Software: Complements service offering with products 
and software including (1) product distribution, (2) reliability 
management software and (3) self-assessment tools.

	 Electrical Service: Provider of specialized electrical services such 
as arc flash hazard analysis, infrared, thermography, service & 
repairs, equipment studies and certifications.

	 Talent Acquisition: Identifying, screening and hiring qualified 
maintenance & reliability professionals.

ALLIED RELIABILITY GROUP EMEA

DIRK
DE NUTTE
Managing Director

Interleuvenlaan 64
3001 Heverlee
T: +32 16 40 01 36
info_emea@alliedreliability.com
WWW.ALLIEDRELIABILITYGROUP.COM
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Altair Global provides a full range of global mobility and relocation 
services to smooth the way for your mobile employees, so they can 
get back to their first priority – working for you.

We provide a full complement of services to meet the needs of every 
client; business location advisory services to assist with group move 
initiatives; professional consulting services to further develop your in-
ternational mobility programs; innovative and realtime technology and 
reporting to satisfy any data requirement; and personally-assigned 
consultants for each employee moving globally.

Whatever, however, and whenever you require it, we can provide it 
across the globe: immigration services, destination services, assign-
ment management services, move management, intercultural train-
ing, spousal assistance, international school search and much more.

ALTAIR GLOBAL

WALTER
VERMEEREN
Sr. VP EMEA

Bosdellestraat 120 Box 8
1933 Sterrebeek
T: +32 2 785 09 85
walter.vermeeren@altairglobal.eu
WWW.ALTAIRGLOBAL.COM
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AMS is a worldwide leading company and service provider in program-
ming activities for automation projects with the use of ROBOTS & PLC 
systems. AMS has offices in Belgium, the Netherlands, South Africa, 
Germany, Romania, India and Italy. We have partnerships with main 
line builders in Austria, Brazil, Mexico and the USA. Complete turnkey 
projects can be realized in the specific area of robot, PLC program-
ming and offline simulation (with Robcad/process simulate and 3D 
lasertracking measurement equipment).

Our main areas are:
	 The automotive and tier 1 suppliers.
	 The food industries (beverages, cheese…).

Our inventions for the Industry 4.0:
	 Our Robomould® patented rotational moulding system.
	 The 4D-gaming industries.
	 Our logistic handling solutions for mixed palletizing and airport 

handling.

AMS BELGIUM

JOHAN
POTARGENT
CEO

Kieleberg 5
3740 Bilzen
T: +32 470 21 98 24
info@amsbelgium.com
WWW.AMS-INNOVATION.COM
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APHESA is an electronic design company specializing on custom cam-
era designs for industrial, medical, scientific, oil&gas, automotive and 
security applications. Example applications are pipe quality inspection 
(2D and 3D), oil and gas wells inspection, medical slice scanning, 
parcel sorting, endoscopy and scientific imaging. 

Our cameras can operate in high temperature or harsh environment 
and usually have special form factors due to the specific customer 
application. Some camera have very high frame rates, high embed-
ded processing capability, active cooling, precise triggering, complex 
mechanical housing, high dynamic range modes or multispectral fea-
tures.

The company is also a member of the EMVA1288 standard committee 
and provides EMVA1288 test equipment, EMVA1288 measurement 
services and other types of camera testing equipment and services.

Aside from the products development, Aphesa also provides system 
level, camera and image sensor consulting and training, including con-
sulting in custom image sensor development.

APHESA

ARNAUD
DARMONT
CEO

Rue de Lorcé 39
4920 Harzé
T: +32 4 365 06 80
info@aphesa.com
WWW.APHESA.COM
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AppliTek is a specialist manufacturer of on-line (automatic) analyzers 
and monitoring systems for various industries and customers.  
AppliTek’s analytical technology allows automatic and continuous 
monitoring of the quality and chemistry of liquids including wastewater, 
surface water, drinking water, steam generation, refineries,  
petrochem, oil&gas industry.

	 Complete analytical packages for a wide range of common water 
quality parameters: BOD, COD, nitrate, phosphate, ammonia.

	 Full portfolio of on-line heavy metal analyzers: cadmium, lead, 
zinc, copper, arsenic, chromium…

	 Full portfolio of on-line process analyzers for chemical and 
petrochemical process and waste water.

	 Custom-built EcoWatch® stand-alone river monitoring stations for 
installation in remote locations.

APPLITEK

MARK
FUCICH
Local Dealer

Venecoweg 19
9810 Nazareth
T: +32 9 386 34 02
team@applitek.com
WWW.APPLITEK.COM
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Asco Industries NV is a family owned Belgian company with head-
quarters in Zaventem and production facilities in Zaventem, Germany, 
Canada and the US.

It is a recognized developer and manufacturer of complex structural 
components for the aerospace, such as high lift devices, landing gear 
attachments, bulkheads, wing ribs and other.

Its products are incorporated in Airbus, Boeing, Bombardier, Embraer, 
Gulfstream, Dassault and Lockheed platforms.

ASCO INDUSTRIES

TRUDO
MOTMANS
Chairman

Weiveldlaan 2
1930 Zaventem
T: +32 2 716 06 11
asco@asco.be
WWW.ASCO.BE
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Aseptic Technologies develops and manufactures innovative aseptic 
production equipment and devices for the Biopharmaceutical industry.

Designed to provide better sterility assurance during liquid aseptic fill-
ing operations, the AT-Closed Vial Technology is used in biotech area, 
and more and more in field of Immunotherapies.

The AT-Closed Vial is provided ready-to-fill: closed, clean and gamma-
irradiated. 

The filling is performed by piercing the stopper by a special needle. 
The stopper is immediately heat-resealed by a laser.

The technology is widely used in the Regenerative Medicine area since 
it offers uncompromising container closure integrity even during stor-
age at cryogenic temperature (-196°C), security during whole supply 

chain, better cells viability.

Aseptic Technologies SA also develops optimal and easy systems of 
aseptic liquid transfer and manufactures ready-to-use filling-kits for 
aseptic filling operations.

ASEPTIC TECHNOLOGIES

JULIEN
MARECHAL
Chief Technical 
Officer

Parc Crealys - Business Centre Sirius 
Rue Camille Hubert 7
5032 Isnes
T: +32 81 40 94 10
info@aseptictech.com
WWW.ASEPTICTECH.COM
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Avalon Automation realizes industrial automation projects for the pro-
cess industry.

Focusing on the BLS or Bulk Liquid Storage segment, we have gained 
tremendous experience in storage tank automation projects.

Avalon’s range of activities encompass engineering, electrical & in-
strumentation, automation, manufacturing execution systems, EPC-
contracting, project management and custom software development.

We excel through our hands-on expertise, deep process knowledge, 
flexibility, independence and complete vertical integration. Avalon Auto-
mation is a true one-stopshop for tank automation projects.

Our customers benefit from - among other - our performance guaran-
tees, respect for deadlines, an increase in overall safety, and a sub-
stantial reduction in risks.

Operating from our Belgian headquarters we serve customers globally.

AVALON AUTOMATION

MIGUEL
SABBE
Business 
Development

Kortrijkseweg 353/1
8791 Beveren-Leie
T: +32 56 64 40 00
info@avalon-automation.com
WWW.AVALON-AUTOMATION.COM/EN/HOME
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Barco (NYSE Euronext Brussels: BAR), is a global leading technology 
company that designs, develops and manufactures state-of-the-art 
networked visualization products for selected professional markets: 
Entertainment, Enterprise and Healthcare.

In these markets, Barco leads by innovation through its projection & 
display technology, image processing capabilities and collaboration 
connectivity solutions. 

Within the entertainment market, Barco is the global technology 
leader in cinema having equipped over 65000 screens with digital 
cinema projectors. Barco’s strength in cinema is being illustrated by 
its technology partnerships with leading cinema players such as IMAX, 
Cinemark, Cinepolis, CFG and Kinepolis. Recently Barco successfully 
launched its laser projector portfolio pushing the boundaries in image 
quality and establishing a new reference in the viewing experience.

Beyond cinema, Barco also plays a vital role in the entertainment mar-
ket with networked visualization for live events and major landmark in-
stallations around the world In the Enterprise market Barco delivers top 
level control rooms-solutions, virtual reality systems and triggered a real 
turnaround in in the meeting room market with its revolutionary Click-
Share product. Since the release of ClickShare 3 years ago the product 
has been installed in nearly 200,000 meeting rooms worldwide.

In the Healthcare segment, Barco teams up with leading healthcare 
players such Philips, Agfa, General Electric delivering critical technol-
ogy components and solutions for Diagnostic and Surgical imaging.

Barco is headquartered in Belgium and has its own facilities for Sales 
& Marketing, Customer Support, R&D and Manufacturing in Europe, 
North America and APAC. The company is operating in more than 90 
countries with more than 3300 employees. The last 5 consecutive 
years Barco posted sales of over 1 billion €.

BARCO

ERIC
VAN ZELE
CEO - Director of the 
Board

Beneluxpark 21
8500 Kortrijk
T: +32 56 23 32 11

WWW.BARCO.COM
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Becarv is a Belgian company specialized in process engineering and 
the design and manufacture of clean room equipment for contain-
ment, incubation, bio-decontamination, and sterile processes.

Becarv is active in the biotechnology and pharmaceutical sector, and 
supplies:

	 Incubators.
	 Isolators.
	 Laminar Air Flow (LAF) equipment.
	 Biosafety cabinets.
	 Bio-decontamination locks/pass-boxes.
	 Weight booths.
	 Hoods.
	 Custom made GMP-compliant equipment.

BECARV

MICHAËL
JEANTY
Managing Director

MEHDI
BELMANS
Marketing Manager

CORALIE
RENSON
Business 
Development 
Counselor

AURORE
BURNIAUX
Communication 
Coordinator

Rue de la Griotte 15
5580 Rochefort
T: +32 84 47 74 13
info@becarv.be
WWW.BECARV.BE
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BMI/SBI is an investment company whose objective is the medium 
to long term cofinancing of foreign investments by Belgian companies 
worldwide. The Federal Investment & Participation company (SFPI/
FPIM) is the majority shareholder together with the National Bank of 
Belgium and private shareholders such as BNP Paribas Fortis, ING 
and Electrabel.

Created in 1971 BMI/SBI has invested in over 300 projects in more 
than 50 countries, incl. the US which is one of our most important 
markets. BMI/SBI’s activities are oriented towards the creation and 
financing of foreign subsidiaries or joint ventures by Belgian compa-
nies, both greenfield projects as well as acquisitions or the develop-
ment of existing companies.

BMI/SBI offers flexible, attractive financing packages as well as ser-
vices/added value based on its long-time experience in foreign in-
vestment. Minority equity participations and/or quasi-equity can be 
offered on a term between 5 to 10 years and with financing amounts 
ranging between € 0.5 to € 5 million.

BELGIAN CORPORATION FOR INTERNATIONAL 
INVESTMENT (BMI/SBI)

PHILIPPE
HERMANS
co-CEO

Avenue de Tervueren 168 bte 9
1150 Brussels
T: +32 2 776 01 00
philippe.hermans@bmi-sbi.be
WWW.BMI-SBI.BE
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Volition is a life science company focused on developing blood-based 
diagnostic test for cancer. Volition’s proprietary Nucleosomics® em-
ploys a range of simple Nu.Q™ immunoassays that allow to identify 
and measure circulating nucleosomes, which are chromosome frag-
ments consisting of short DNA strands wrapped around histone pro-
teins, for the presence of epigenetic cancer signal within blood or 
other bodily fluid.

We are now proving the efficacy of our Nu.Q™ blood tests to detect 
cancer at early stages in a number of clinical trials being carried out 
worldwide. Volition announced in September 2016 that a Nu.Q™ blood 
test developed at Volition’s laboratories in Namur, Belgium has dem-
onstrated the potential to reduce the number of unnecessary colo-
noscopies performed by 25% while maintaining almost 97% detection 
of colorectal cancer when combined with the faecal immunochemical 
test (FIT) score. Volition expects to receive CE marking on its Nu.Q™ 

Colorectal Cancer Screening Triage Test in late 2016 and aims
to market it through Europe in 2017.

VolitionRx Limited is listed on the NYSE MKT, under the symbol VNRX.

BELGIAN VOLITION (VOLITIONRX)

GAETAN
MICHEL
Chief Executive 
Officer - Belgian 
Volition

JASON
TERRELL
Chief Medical Officer 
& Head of US 
Operations

Rue du Séminaire 20 A
5000 Namur
T: +32 81 72 56 50
info@volitionrx.com
WWW.VOLITIONRX.COM
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BESIX Group is the largest Belgian group, operating in the construction 
of buildings, infratstructure, environmental projects and roads. BESIX 
is also active in the production of raw materials, facility management, 
real estate development and concessions. It profiles itself as a multi-
services group, from client idea to realization and operation.

The Group was founded in 1909 and has grown steadily and impres-
sively ever since.

N.V. BESIX S.A., its biggest subsidiary, is active in practically every 
field of construction.

In addition to the activities of BESIX and its other subsidiaries (Co-
belba, Jacques Delens, Socogetra, Vanhout, Wust, Franki Foundations 
Belgium, BESIX Park, Lux TP, West Construct) in Benelux and France, 
the Group is active in Europe, North and Cnetral Africa and the Middle 

East (via Six Construct) and in Central Asia.

In 2015, the Group achieved revenues of EUR 2.20 billion. BESIX 
Group has about 15,000 employees active in 21 countries on 5 dif-
ferent continents.

BESIX

JOHAN
BEERLANDT
Chief Executive 
Officer

MATHIEU
DECHAMPS
General Manager

MATHIEU
RYCKEWAERT
Public Affairs Senior 
Manager

Avenue des Communautés 100
1200 Brussels
T: +32 2 402 62 11
mryckewaert@besix.com
WWW.BESIX.COM
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Bloomingfeld is a full-service EHSQ support provider. As an engineer-
ing and technical consulting firm we assist companies in interpreting 
and complying with local, national and international regulations in the 
field of environmental management, quality, health and safety and 
energy.

Our solutions make enterprises run more efficiently, leading to imme-
diate operational overhead savings and a faster process flow.

We help our clients create a safer and compliant workplace, reduce 
their environmental impact and help them benefit from improved en-
ergy management.

Today we serve both multinational and SME clients.

BLOOMINGFELD BELGIUM

WILLEM
VAN GULCK
CEO

Franklin Rooseveltplaats 12/8
2060 Antwerp
T: +32 3 233 20 64
info@bloomingfeld.com
WWW.BLOOMINGFELD.COM
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BNP Paribas Fortis offers the market a comprehensive package of 
financial services for private and professional clients, wealthy indi-
viduals, corporate clients, public entities and financial institutions.

The bank supports its clients abroad with a unique BNP Paribas net-
work in 75 countries.

BNP Paribas has been present in the United States since the late 
1800s.

In the USA, it offers its clients a full range of services from investment 
and retail banking to asset management services through Corporate 
& Institutional Banking, providing capital markets, securities services, 
financing, treasury and advisory solutions, and Retail Banking includ-
ing both branch networks of Bank of the West and a range of other 
specialized financial services.

Bank of the West and First Hawaiian Bank serve nearly 3.5 million 
household and business accounts through over 650 retail branch lo-
cations and dozens of commercial banking offices in 20 Western and 
Midwestern states and overseas in Guam and Saipan.

BNP PARIBAS FORTIS

RADIA
OUMER
Head of International 
Desk - Bank of The 
West

AARON
DEJONG
Commercial Banking 
Relationship Manager - 
Bank of The West

Warandeberg 3
1000 Brussels
linde.verheyden@bnpparibasfortis.com

WWW.BNPPARIBAS.COM



41

Brouwerij de Halve Maan is a family owned brewery based in Bruges. 
6 generations of the brewing family Maes-Vanneste have been running 
this brewery since 1856.

The brewery has 2 famous beer brands: Brugse Zot and Straffe Hen-
drik, that they successfully export to more than 30 countries worldwide.

The beers have been awarded in the last years on many prestigious and 
international competitions.

Over the last years, the brewery has probably been one of the fastest 
growing breweries in Belgium, having an annually double digit growth.

BROUWERIJ DE HALVE MAAN

XAVIER
VANNESTE
Managing Director

CAROLINE
VANDER 
STRAETEN
Partner

Walplein 26
8000 Bruges
T: +32 50 44 49 20
lv@halvemaan.be
WWW.HALVEMAAN.BE
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Since its recapitalization in 2015 (25 million EUR), Certi-Fed, sub-
sidiary of SFPI-FPIM, is active in the co-financing of business ventures 
by Belgian private companies abroad in cooperation with the Belgian 
Corporation for International Investment (SBI-BMI).

Last year Certi-Fed decided to provide subordinated loans to 4 Belgian 
SMEs for an amount of 8 million EUR in order to help them to expand 
their activities abroad.

Certi-Fed can offer financial products like equity, quasi-equity and me-
dium- and longterm loans to Belgian SMEs (up to 5 million EUR).

CERTI-FED

DENIS
RONDAY
CEO

Avenue Louise 32/4
1050 Brussels
T: +32 2 548 52 20
dr@sfpi.be
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Chevron Phillips Chemicals International NV came to Belgium in the 
mid-sixties under the former company name Phillips Petroleum Chemi-
cals NV. It is fully owned by Chevron Phillips Chemical Company LLC, 
a 50/50 joint venture between Chevron Corporation and Phillips 66 
with headquarters in The Woodlands, Texas. It is one of the world’s 
top producers of olefins and polyolefins, and a leading supplier of 
aromatics, alpha olefins, styrenics, specialty chemicals, polyethylene 
piping and polymer resins.

In Belgium, Chevron Phillips Chemicals International NV coordinates 
the sales and marketing in its EMEA headquarters in Diegem. It also 
owns and operates a chemical plant in Tessenderlo which produces 
organic sulfurcompounds, and a plant for the production of polyal-
phaolefins in Beringen.

CHEVRON PHILLIPS CHEMICALS INTERNATIONAL

BENNY
MERMANS
EA Region General 
Manager

Airport Plaza - Stockholm Building
Leonardo Da Vincilaan 19
1831 Diegem
T: +32 2 689 12 11
eu-info@cpchem.com
WWW.CPCHEM.COM
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Chrisal NV was founded in 1989. 

In 2006 Chrisal became known by the greater public through the intro-
duction of its unique probiotic cleaning products, which reached the 
media often. This probiotic cleaning, PIP (Probiotics In Progress), is 
a true world revolution in durable cleaning and hygiene. It’s the solu-
tion for different problems due to the overuse of chemical cleaning 
products and disinfectants.

After building a strong reputation in its own country, Chrisal started 
expanding internationally thanks to the success of the PIP products. 
Momentarily Chrisal is exporting to over 50 countries and produc-
tion units have been established in the United States of America and 
South-Africa.

CHRISAL

ROBIN
TEMMERMAN
CEO

MAURICIO
COSTA LADEIRA
Export Manager

Priester Daensstraat 9
3920 Lommel
T: +32 11 54 80 00
info@chrisal.be
WWW.CHRISAL.COM



45

Chronic diseases such as diabetes, cardiovascular disease, chronic 
renal failure, cancer or viral infections such as HIV-AIDS and chronic 
hepatitis are associated with high morbidity and mortality and contrib-
ute to a very important part of health expenditure in Europe.

The prevalence of chronic diseases is increasing and optimizing the 
monitoring of patients with chronic diseases is a major challenge for 
Europe. Recently, the important role of primary healthcare, integrated 
into the community, providing the necessary link with the more spe-
cialized services of hospitals was emphasized. The development of 
structures nearby, centered around the patient and creating new links 
with hospitals for a continuum of care should therefore contribute to a 
better quality of life for patients, better prevention of complications re-
lated to chronic diseases and a greater mastery of re-hospitalizations.

Our project is based on the release of new structures, called city-labs, 
integrating the innovation of laboratory medicine, point of care testing 
and mobile health.

CLINIQUES UNIVERSITAIRES SAINT LUC

DAMIEN
GRUSON
Professor - Head 
Clinical Biochemistry

Avenue Hippocrate 10
1200 Brussels
T: +32 2 764 67 47
damien.gruson@uclouvain.be
WWW.SAINTLUC.BE
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CMI Energy specializes in the design, supply, assembly and commis-
sioning of various kinds of steam generators:

	 Heat Recovery steam generators (HRSG) dedicated to combined 
cycle (CC), cogeneration, combined heat and power (CHP) and 
Integrated Solar Combined Cycle (ISCC) power plants.

	 Thermo-solar receivers, generating steam from concentrated 
sunrays and adapted to the solar tower technique CSP 
(Concentrated Solar Power) boilers.

	 Industrial steam production boilers marketed under the brand 
names Denapak (Bi-Drum packaged water tube boilers) and 
Denarad (single-drum water tube boilers).

For each equipment, CMI also provides services such as technological 
audits and expertise, maintenance, revamping/ uprating and repair.

CMI INDUSTRIAL BOILERS

STÉPHANE
PUTZEYS
President Industrial 
Boilers

MARTY
McHUGH
Representative

Schoondonkweg 11
2830 Willebroek
T: +32 3 860 08 60
welcome@cmigroupe.com
WWW.CMIGROUPE.COM
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At CMS, we have more than 3,000 legal and tax advisers operating 
from our 60 international offices in 34 countries and 54 cities. Our 
size means we have the most extensive footprint in Europe of any 
firm. This is one of the reasons why clients choose CMS, as well as 
the wide variety of legal subjects we give legal advice and counseling
on. Other reasons include our cross-border sector and practice exper-
tise and our outstanding reputation in key markets. Beyond Europe, 
CMS is a growing force in Russia, China, the Middle-East, North Africa 
and South America. We have recently opened an office in Tehran, Iran.

CMS Belgium provides complete legal and tax services/solutions to 
its clients. With more than 100 Lawyers in Brussels, Antwerp and 
Luxembourg, we aim:

	 To be the preferred provider of legal and tax services in Belgium 
and Luxembourg.

	 To be innovative: we support our clients every step of the way, 
helping them keep pace with the latest changes as well as being 
aware of what is over the horizon.

	 To build long-term relationships with our clients: our clients’ 
business is also our business.

CMS DEBACKER

RENAUD
DUPONT
Lawyer-partner

VINCENT
DIRCKX
Lawyer-partner

Chaussée de La Hulpe 178
1170 Brussels
T: +32 2 743 69 00

WWW.CMS.LAW
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Since 2007 CO2logic has developed a unique 4-steps approach to 
cut carbon emissions and increase competitiveness. It is a simple 
yet effective plan providing outstanding results working for all types 
of organizations.

1. Calculate
The first step is to assess & calculate the current carbon footprint. 
The calculation can be performed for products/services/organiza-
tions/operations/events… It allows identifying objectively the oppor-
tunities & threats related to CO2.

2. Reduce
This clears the path for identifying the most urgent and interesting 
carbon reduction opportunities. To accelerate your CO2 reductions 
combined with energy cost savings, CO2logic supports companies in 
organizing various reduction activities and third party financing.

3. Offset
The currently incompressible CO2 emissions will be offset by support-
ing certified climate projects. It is important to notice that only certi-
fied climate projects offer the right guarantees for a robust climate 
strategy.

4. Communicate
Companies making efforts to reduce their climate impact deserve to 
be recognized. We provide support in internal and external communi-
cation with stakeholders to stimulate buy-in & recognition.

CO2LOGIC

ARNAUD
BROHÉ
CEO

Huidevettersstraat 60A
1000 Brussels
T: +32 478 41 30 07
arnaud@co2logic.com
WWW.CO2LOGIC.COM
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Credendo Group is a European trade insurance group present across 
the continent and active in all segments of trade credit insurance, 
providing a range of products that cover risks worldwide.

The group is headed by Delcredere | Ducroire, the Belgian public credit 
insurer; other member businesses are Credimundi, KUPEG, INGO-
ONDD, Garant and Trade Credit. In 2015 Credendo Group insured in-
ternational trade worth 84 billion euros and earned 390 million euros 
in premium income.

Delcredere | Ducroire is the official Belgian export credit agency. 
Backed by the state, its mission is to promote international trade re-
lations, providing companies and banks trade credit insurance against 
medium-term and long-term political and commercial risks worldwide. 
This business mainly relates to capital goods, contracted works, in-
dustrial projects and services. Delcredere | Ducroire’s solidity is un-

derlined by its AA rating from Standard & Poor’s and cover capacity of 
30 billion euros. As part of the Credendo Group, Delcredere | Ducroire 
shares the group philosophy: to be smarter about risk and closer to 
clients.

Credendo Group - Turning uncertainties into opportunities.

CREDENDO GROUP

WIM
BOSMAN
Business 
Development Advisor

Rue Montoyer 3
1000 Brussels
T: +32 2 788 88 00
businessdevelopment@credendogroup.com
WWW.CREDENDOGROUP.COM
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Cyres Business Coaching is a visionary collaboration that engages 
entrepreneurs, business owners, corporations and organizations in 
all industries and markets to develop and transform human capital 
on a company and societal level through seminars, workshops and 
corporate training.

Cyres Well-Being Tech, Cyres Leadership Academy, Cyres Radical 
Change and Cyres Edge are the four pillars of the organization.

Cyres Well-Being Tech is a technological, innovative unit that com-
bines the most cutting edge biometric sensors with high performance 
software in a smartphone environment offering a personal health lab 
for its users, measuring stress and deliver indications for burnout. 
The tool also provides built-in stress relief protocols guaranteeing im-
mediate relaxation.

We build Leader’s personal strength by combining own developed 
technology, biofeedback and brainwave entrainment, with transforma-
tive training and coaching.

Helping you to develop yourself and/or a great team. With specific de-
velopment plans/programs, carefully designed and precisely tailored 
for you.

CYRES

CRIS
VAN CLEEMPUT
Managing Director

GINETTE
DE BAERDEMAEKER
Consultant

Durmen 80
9240 Zele
T: +32 498 51 14 63
info@cyres.com
WWW.CYRES.COM
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DellEMC is the largest privately owned technology company globally 
since its recent merger with EMC.

The company is a provider of technology to large companies, SMEs 
and Governments around the world.

We work to bring the best and most efficient technology solutions to 
our customers.

DELL EMC

PASCALE
VAN DAMME
Managing Director 
Belux

Zone 3, Doornveld 130
1731 Zellik
T: +32 2 481 91 00

WWW.DELL.BE



52

BELGIAN ECONOMIC MISSION

USA - TEXAS

The Belgian dredging and hydraulic engineering group DEME NV has 
won a prominent position on the world market. The company fosters 
a strong innovative approach and has been a pioneer in technical in-
novation throughout its history.

The Group has almost 175 years of experience in its core dredging 
and land reclamation activities and hydraulic engineering and ex-
ecuted major works of marine engineering infrastructure such as new 
ports, waterways, airports, artificial islands, residential and recrea-
tional areas, industrial areas, roads, bridges etc. on all continents.

Thanks to its multidisciplinary capabilities, the synergies in many pro-
jects, and its integrated corporate structure, DEME has become a 
global solutions provider.

Today, the company is active in over 90 different countries and has a 
permanent workforce of 4,500 dedicated people.

DEME companies can rely on a dredging fleet consisting of 90 main 
vessels backed by a broad range of auxiliary equipment.

In 2014 at Group level a turnover amounting to 2.58 billion EUR was 
generated.

DEME

ALAIN
BERNARD
Director - Chief 
Executive Officer

Scheldedijk 30 - Haven 1025
2070 Zwijndrecht
T: +32 3 250 52 11
info.deme@deme-group.com
WWW.DEME-GROUP.COM
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Since 1998, Diarotech SA manufactures high-performance cutting and 
anti-wear inserts for the extractive industry (oil & gas, mining…). Fin-
ished and semi-finished products of any shape and any size are made 
by powder metallurgy, including diamonds and carbide. Newly devel-
oped coring bits for mining industry exhibit excellent performances.

DIAROTECH

ETIENNE
LAMINE
CEO

Chaussée Impériale 95
6060 Gilly
T: +32 71 28 77 17
info@diarotech.com
WWW.DIAROTECH.COM



54

BELGIAN ECONOMIC MISSION

USA - TEXAS

Founded in 2014, Dim3 specializes in Connected Medicine and is 
dedicated to develop Innovative Software and Medical Devices related 
to, in order to assist ICU medical teams; the first development field is 
the malnutrition management in Intensive Care Unit. The Main Dim3 
objectives are: 
1. reducing spent time by Medical Staff, 
2. accelerating clinical decisions, 
3. increasing survival rate and 
4. reducing Healthcare Costs.

DIM3

ERIC
POSKIN
Deputy-Ceo, Strategic 
& Corporate Director

Liège Science Park
Rue des Chasseurs Ardennais 3
4031 Angleur
T: +32 477 20 57 71
e.poskin@dim3.com
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Dredging International is an operating company of the DEME Group. 
The Belgian dredging and hydraulic engineering group DEME NV has 
won a prominent position on the world market. The company fosters 
a strong innovative approach and has been a pioneer in technical in-
novation throughout its history. 

The Group has almost 175 years of experience in its core dredging 
and land reclamation activities and hydraulic engineering and ex-
ecuted major works of marine engineering infrastructure such as new 
ports, waterways, airports, artificial islands, residential and recrea-
tional areas, industrial areas, roads, bridges etc. on all continents. 
Thanks to its multidisciplinary capabilities, the synergies in many 
projects, and its integrated corporate structure, DEME has become a 
global solutions provider. 

Today, the company is active in over 90 different countries and has 
a permanent workforce of 4,500 dedicated people. DEME companies 
can rely on a dredging fleet consisting of 90 main vessels backed by a 
broad range of auxiliary equipment. In 2014 at Group level a turnover 
amounting to 2.58 billion EUR was generated.

DREDGING INTERNATIONAL

WOUTER
BORGHIJS
Sr. Area Manager

MARRO
VREYS
Area Manager

KASSEM
MAGED
Director Business 
Development USA

Scheldedijk 30 - Haven 1025
2070 Zwijndrecht
T: +32 3 250 52 11
info.dredging@deme-group.com
WWW.DEME-GROUP.COM/DREDGING
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Our product, the Droper is the first portable and totally mechanical 
infusion pump, delivering a constant pressure and operating without 
external energy. This device is perfectly suitable for any disaster or 
emergency cases in which Doctors and rescuers are without electricity 
or limited in electricity (Ambulances patient transport and field hospi-
tals for example). This patented device allows the doctor or rescuer 
to focus on health care by releasing his hands from all obligations 
related to the infusion. The device’s small size facilitates the move-
ment of the patient without altering the infusion. Removable in three
parts, disinfection is also facilitated.

	 Army: easier transfer with the rescue helicopter or airplane 
ambulance. No altitude impact on infusion. Saves one electric 
plug. Zero maintenance. Can work in energy supply failures, on 
the ice floe or in the middle of a desert. “Simple and stupid”.

	 Disaster: rescuers can put a lot of patients under infusion without 

extra hanging hands or poles. Can replace all the electric infusion 
pumps when facing energy failures.

	 Ambulance: easier transfer to the hospital. Saves one electric 
plug.

	 Hospital: easier transfer procedures within the hospital. Valid 
patients can walk within or outside the building with the system.

	 Surgery room: no hanging lines around the surgery place.

DROPER

JEAN-LOUIS
VANDERSTRAETEN
Partner

Maison Bois 1
4877 Olne
T: +32 499 46 46 89
t.spee@droper.be
WWW.DROPER.BE
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Through the banner of EGS, two ex-classmates, Habib TAYEFEH and 
Frédéric GEERTS, are willing ‘Belgian finest food and beverage’ prod-
ucts to get introduced on the US market through an original and un-
expected chain of concept stores where the first shop is foreseen to 
be opened in Dallas.

Habib TAYEFEH has been relocated to Dallas-Texas in 1996 by Alcatel 
Belgium to expand Alcatel’s semiconductor business in US. Working 
today at Texas Instrument, Habib has been mainly working on the 
semiconductors field during last 20 years in US.

Frédéric GEERTS is, since 1999, the owner/Managing Director of 
EGS; a Belgian one man company mainly active in multi-disciplinary 
engineering activities for worldwide projects in Offshore Wind farms, 
Oil & Gas, Power plants, and many other sectors.

Convinced by their brand new original concept, both Habib and Fré-
déric are strongly willing to fully understand their new business chal-
lenges by meeting locally investors, producers, import/export experts 
and distributors.

EGS

FRÉDÉRIC
GEERTS
Managing Director

HABIB
TAYEFEH
Managing Director 
Associated

Zonlaan 47
1700 Dilbeek
T: +32 477 33 06 50
frederic.geerts@egsgroup.net
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Endress+Hauser has been a reliable partner for the process industry 
for more than 60 years. We provide comprehensive support to our 
customers, from the laboratory to the process. Our core expertise lies 
in the fields of process instrumentation and laboratory analysis. With 
our products, solutions and services, we help our customers design 
safe, reliable, efficient and economically friendly processes across 
the entire life cycle. Our customers value our deep understanding of 
their applications and the special requirements of their industry. We 
maintain a close presence to our customers worldwide. With a dense 
network of our own sales centers, plus select representatives, we 
guarantee competent support around the globe. Production centers 
on four continents ensure fast and flexible delivery to our customers, 
wherever they are located. Endress+Hauser was founded in 1953 by 
Swiss engineer Georg H Endress and German banker Ludwig Hauser. 
Endress+Hauser shall remain a successful family company.

Endress+Hauser, Inc.
4333 W. Sam Houston Pkwy N.
Suite 190, 77043 Houston, TX

ENDRESS + HAUSER

JOHN
HAVEMAN
Head of Global 
Project Acquisition

Carlistraat 13
1140 Brussels
T: +32 2 248 06 00
john.haveman@consult.endress.com
WWW.BE.ENDRESS.COM
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EY is a global leader in assurance, tax, transaction and advisory ser-
vices. We are 212,000 people, including 9,500 member-firm part-
ners, based in 728 offices in more than 150 countries. We are or-
ganized into 28 Regions that are grouped into four Areas: Americas, 
Asia-Pacific, EMEIA and Japan. We serve more than 200,000 clients 
around the world, across all industries, including 80% of the Fortune 
Global 500 and our revenues for our latest financial year (FY15) were 
US$28b. 

EY Belgium is headquartered in Diegem (Brussels) and employs over 
1,900 people with 12 offices across the country, offering professional 
services to national and international companies, including small and 
middle-sized enterprises, as well as public sector and non-profit or-
ganizations.

EY is passionate about entrepreneurship and has long recognized the 
potential of entrepreneurs. We work with entrepreneurs, adapting our 
experience, industry capabilities and resources to work for entrepre-
neurial, fast-growth companies. Our commitment to entrepreneurial 
companies, in both emerging and developed economies around the 
world, helps ensure that we’re working with more of tomorrow’s lead-
ers today.

ERNST & YOUNG

JAN
GRAULS
Senior Advisor

KEN
LIOEN
Senior Manager

De Kleetlaan 2
1831 Diegem
T: +32 2 774 91 11
info@ey.com
WWW.EY.COM
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Eta-com is an established manufacturer of prefabricated electrical 
busbar systems with integrated high-quality cast resin insulation. The 
busbar systems with aluminum or copper conductors are designed to 
allow safe, reliable and maintenance-free electrical power transmis-
sion and distribution.

Thanks to its excellent characteristics in terms of ingress protection 
and fire-resistance, the system is suitable for a wide range of applica-
tions for low and medium voltage e.g. for energy transmission in high-
rise buildings, industrial plants, power plants, transformer stations, 
control rooms...

Eta-com’s headquarters and manufacturing facility is located in Boom, 
Belgium. The group also has branches in the Netherlands and the 
United Kingdom, complemented by an extensive worldwide network of 
agents and distributors. 

In December 2011, C&S Electric Ltd acquired the Eta-com group, re-
inforcing the growth potential and internationalization process of the 
company. 

With our vast know-how and years of experience, we will assist you in 
both finding and developing a comprehensive solution - from design to 
completion phase - according to your specific needs.

ETA-COM

JO
VAN DAELE
International Sales & 
Marketing Manager

Scheldeweg 4
2850 Boom
T: +32 3 880 64 00
info@etacomcs.com
WWW.ETACOMCS.COM
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Eurogentec Biologics – cGMP Biomanufacturing

Eurogentec Biologics is a US FDA inspected CMO (2011, 2013, 
2014) that offers GMP contract manufacturing of proteins, protein 
conjugates and plasmid DNA for Phase I, II and III clinical trials and 
commercial supply.

As a full service CMO, we offer turnkey solutions including USP, DSP, 
QC development, process characterization, process validation, GMP 
cell banking, GMP DS and DP manufacturing and QP release.

Experts in microbial processes, we have developed over 100 different 
GMP processes and manufactured over 500 batches of GMP mate-
rial. We bring to you cost-effective solutions to your manufacturing 
needs. Contact us for your E.coli, P.pastoris, and S.cerevisiae based 
biotherapeutic projects.

EUROGENTEC

PASCAL
BOLON
Biologics Sales & 
Marketing Manager

Rue Bois Saint-Jean 5
4102 Seraing
T: + 32 4 372 74 00
info@eurogentec.com
WWW.EUROGENTEC.COM
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This is the story of a boy that, more than anything, wanted to become 
a blacksmith.

Christophe Van de Rostyne was only 14 when he decided to quit 
school and enter a forging class in Brussels. Thanks to his tireless 
dedication and his love for materials, Christophe graduated with high-
est distinction and was invited to promote the Belgian forging in Ken-
tucky.

Back home things really started to take off. First he started up a 
business counting two employees and 450 horses. Then, Christophe 
picked up a new degree as master blacksmith and finally he sold his 
business and started his very own forging workshop: ‘European Farri-
ers’. Since 2011 European Farriers has custom made lamps, tables, 
doors, windows, fireplaces and chairs for over 200 customers.

And now, it’s time for a new adventure.

The next step is a start-up in Houston, Texas, where we want to in-
troduce our Belgian style forging in the American houses. We’re still 
looking for (interior) architects, design shops, construction compa-
nies, roofers…

EUROPEAN-FARRIERS

CHRISTOPHE
VAN DE 
ROSTYNE
Owner

Vaartstraat 164 unit 23
2960 Brecht
T: +32 485 10 07 19
info@european-farriers.com
WWW.EUROPEAN-FARRIERS.COM

WWW.BLACKSMITH-ART.COM
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Headquartered in Antwerp, EXMAR is a leading independent LNG and 
LPG carrier owner and operator. The company also provides industrial 
marine and energy logistical solutions for transport, regasification and 
liquefaction within the oil and gas industry, as well as develops pro-
jects along the Exploration & Production value chain with a focus on 
floating offshore operations.

Having over three decades of trading experience, EXMAR maintains 
a high leadership profile with the industry’s largest players through 
continuous innovation. EXMAR continues to transition from pure ship-
ping to a provider of a full value chain of infrastructure and integrated 
logistics to address the industry’s need for environmentally friendly 
and competitively priced energy solutions.

EXMAR MARINE

NICOLAS
SAVERYS
CEO

BART
LAVENT
Managing Director 
LNG

De Gerlachekaai 20
2000 Antwerp
T: +32 3 247 56 11
corporate@exmar.be
WWW.EXMAR.BE
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ExxonMobil Petroleum & Chemical BVBA is a subsidiary of Exxon 
Mobil Corporation, the world’s largest publicly traded international oil 
and gas company. ExxonMobil explores for, sells and distributes oil 
and natural gas. The company also refines and markets petroleum 
products and delivers feedstock for the chemical industry.

ExxonMobil’s mission is to provide energy and petrochemical prod-
ucts safely, with minimal impact on the environment and to the satis-
faction of our customers and shareholders.

In Belgium, ExxonMobil is strongly represented with a refinery in Ant-
werp, and chemical plants, terminals, offices and a technology center 
for research & development. The refinery is very modern and efficient; 
its relative energy use belongs to the lowest in industry. The polymers 
plant is one of the largest LDPE producers in Europe. Brussels houses 
the headquarters for Europe, Africa and the Middle-East.

EXXONMOBIL PETROLEUM & CHEMICAL

JOOST
VAN ROOST
President ExxonMobil 
Benelux

Polderdijkweg 3
2030 Antwerp
T: +32 3 543 31 11
bnl.publicaffairs@exxonmobil.com
WWW.EXXONMOBIL.COM
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Fluxys is a Belgium-based, fully independent gas infrastructure group. 
The company is a major gas transit operator and its offering combines 
gas transmission, gas storage and terminalling of liquefied natural 
gas (LNG).

Present across Europe, the group is developing a cross-border infra-
structure backbone linking gas sources to markets, bridging the mar-
kets and gas trading places, and providing security of supply.

Besides its pipeline, storage and LNG terminalling assets in Belgium, 
Fluxys’ partnerships include ownership in an LNG bunkering ship with 
home port Zeebrugge, Belgium (to be commissioned 2016), the Inter-
connector and BBL pipelines linking the UK with mainland Europe, the 
Dunkirk LNG terminal to be commissioned shortly in France, the NEL 
and TENP pipelines in Germany, the Transitgas pipeline in Switzerland, 
the Swedegas transmission and storage infrastructure in Sweden and 

the TAP pipeline under construction from Turkey to Italy to bring gas 
coming from Azerbaijan and potentially other sources to Europe.

FLUXYS

PASCAL
DE BUCK
Chief Executive 
Officer

RUDY
VAN BEURDEN
Communication 
& Public Affairs 
Manager

ARNO
BÜX
Chief Commercial 
Officer

Avenue des Arts 31
1040 Brussels
T: +32 2 282 72 11
rudy.vanbeurden@fluxys.com
WWW.FLUXYS.COM
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Geodis is a global player in transport and logistics, we have worldwide 
own offices or dedicated agents. We handled all kind of cargoes from 
1 kilo up to more than 600 tons.

Our dedicated department of Industrial Projects are the specialist in 
taking your out of gauge cargoes to any place in the world. Oil and gas 
is one of the markets that belongs to our specialties. So whenever you 
need to ship anything to anywhere, consider Geodis as your partner. 
Expect more.

GEODIS BELGIUM

DIRK
CEULEMANS
International Business 
Development Manager

Bisschoppenhoflaan 645
2100 Deurne
T: +32 3 328 12 11
info@geodis.com
WWW.GEODIS.COM
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In 1968, Guillaume Magermans (nicknamed Guy) founded Guy Mager-
mans & Co., establishing its offices in Marche-en-Famenne, his home. 
Its transport and relocation services were to flourish in this golden 
sixties era, rapidly gaining recognition.

Following his father’s untimely death in 1978, Guillaume Magerman’s 
son then stepped in to take the reins of the company. His entrepre-
neurial spirit and business acumen in the transport sector combined 
with unparalleled expertise in corporate and high-value item reloca-
tion helped to establish Guy Magermans & Co. as a truly reliable and 
diligent service provider.

In the nineties, the business experienced a real boom and in 1997 
Guy Magermans was able to build a warehouse spanning over 1000 
square metres in size on the Marloie industrial estate, a stone’s throw 
from Marche-en-Famenne and strategically situated in between Brus-

sels and Luxembourg. This enabled the company to further increase 
its role as a true logistics partner, integral in the production and ad-
ministration of its clients’ stocks.

On its fourth generation of relocation and international transport ex-
perts, Guy Magermans & Co. represents a key partner in the domes-
tic and corporate relocation sector, with its specific expertise in trans-
porting and handling lab equipment for multinational corporations and 
specialized in the international transport of medical and pharmaceuti-
cal products.

GUY MAGERMANS ET CIE

GUY
MAGERMANS
Administrator

Zoning Industriel aux Minières II 8
6900 Marche-en-Famenne
T: +32 84 31 17 90
guy.magermans@skynet.be
WWW.GUYMAGERMANS.BE
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High Tech Metal Seals (HTMS) is a privately owned company, founded 
in 1999 by a group of sealing specialists with a combined experience 
of more than 100 years. 

We design and manufacture elastic or resilient metal seals at our 
Belgian manufacturing plant in Mechelen. Our metal seals are un-
paralleled in terms of size, shape and performance across a broad 
spectrum of sealing applications. 

HTMS’ resilient metal seals are used in a wide variety of applications 
where normal seals cannot cope with extremes of temperature, pres-
sure, medium or combinations thereof. HTMS specializes in metal-
lic seals, serving all markets including aerospace, nuclear, oil & gas 
(both subsea and topside), automotive, industrial, medical…

H.T.M.S.

KRIS
VAN THILLO
Sales Manager

Blarenberglaan 5
2800 Mechelen
T: +32 15 70 90 57
info@htms.be
WWW.HTMS.BE
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Hoppe Maritime Group is a group of companies offering maritime and 
logistic services in various fields of the shipping business, specialized 
in maritime gas transport.

In the port of Zeebrugge, at the North Sea Coast and in the middle of 
the busiest maritime petrochemical complex of Europe, our terminal 
Euroservices - established in 1973 - provides purging and condition-
ing facilities for most of the gas ships operating in the North Sea. We 
handle last cargo vapors and gas up / cool down gas carriers with 
next cargo such as propane, butane, propylene, ethylene and since 
2014 LNG. 

Hoppe Ship Agencies is an independent shipping agent situated in 
the port of Zeebrugge, Belgium. Our company is offering port agency 
services and husbandry for shipping companies calling ports at the 
Belgian Coast. 

In the port of Zeebrugge our agency is specialized in oil & gas, repre-
senting all contractors at the Fluxys LNG Terminal such as RasGas, 
ENI, Engie, EDFTrading, Shell and Skangass.

Assist Belgium is providing logistic solutions to the shipping industry 
in Zeebrugge, Bruges and Ostend. We are offering forwarding, ware-
housing, customs clearance and taxi services.

HOPPE MARITIME GROUP

STEFAAN
HOPPE
General Manager

Leopold II-Dam, Kaai 102
8380 Zeebrugge
T: +32 50 55 28 88
info@hoppegroup.be
WWW.HOPPEGROUP.BE



70

BELGIAN ECONOMIC MISSION

USA - TEXAS

I-care is a European leader in machinery Condition Monitoring.

From 2004, our 80 ISO 18436 certified engineers serve several hun-
dreds of customers every week in Oil & Gas, Energy and Mining in-
dustries.

Thanks to our Wi-care, state-of-the-art technology, patented wireless 
vibration sensor, we are now able to provide you remotely the most 
accurate and advanced diagnostics of your mechanical equipment’s 
health.

Wi-care is plug & play, field proven, long life solution to implement 
quickly a world class online condition monitoring program of your 
assets.

I-CARE

BENJAMIN
DETOBER
CEO North America

Rue Descartes 18, Bte 3
7000 Mons
T: +32 65 45 72 14
info@icareweb.com
WWW.ICAREWEB.COM
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IDELUX is an economic development and business investment agency 
for province of Luxembourg, Wallonia, Belgium. IDELUX operates No-
valis, a world-class science and technology park with emerging tech-
nology business incubator-accelerator facilities and services.

IDELUX is uniquely partnered with The Research Valley Partnership 
(RVP) in Bryan-College Station, Texas to assist Texan emerging tech-
nology companies. Through connecting resources of IDELUX and RVP, 
we have developed the Venture Virtual Office.

It is a one-stop-shop for Texan companies wishing to expand in Eu-
rope. It offers brand new offices plug & play free of charge for six 
months and a wide array of personalized services based in one of the 
business center of IDELUX in Marche (Belgium), close to Luxembourg, 
France and Germany.

The services offered include assistance with practical and logistic 
matters, legal and fiscal issues and initial prospection in the European 
market. In addition, the AWEX will also provide an extensive network of 
Wallonia’s trade and investment offices throughout Europe. We also 
offer, in partnership with the Science Parks of Wallonia (SPOW), a net-
working with specialized specific clusters (Aerospace, Life Sciences, 
Agro-food, Mechanical Engineering, Logistics and Clean-technology) 
with which we collaborate intensively.

IDELUX

FABIAN
COLLARD
CEO

LAURENCE
LEBLANC
Biotechnologies and 
Life Science Manager

Drève de l’Arc-en-Ciel 98
6700 Arlon
T: +32 63 23 18 11
idelux.aive@idelux-aive.be
WWW.IDELUX-AIVE.BE
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People and global expertise. These are the corner stones of Jan De 
Nul Group’s success. Thanks to its skilled employees and the world’s 
most modern fleet, Jan De Nul Group is a leading expert in dredging 
and marine construction activities, as well as in specialized services 
for the offshore industry of oil, gas and renewable energy. 

For the offshore industry Jan de Nul Group owns and operates an 
extensive fleet specialized in rock installation up to 2000 meters of 
water depth, installation of power cables and umbilical equipment, 
decommissioning of old platforms, trenching and burying of offshore 
cables and pipelines and act as an EPCI contractor for the installation 
of offshore windfarms. The combination with its civil engineering and 
environmental activities renders the Group complete.

Our professional and innovative solutions are trusted across the in-
dustry. Whether it concerns the construction of the new locks in the 
Panama Canal or a new port complex in Western Australia, together 
with our customers, we build for further economic development.

JAN DE NUL

CARL
HEIREMANS
Senior Business 
Development 
Manager

MARCO
ROKS
Regional Manager

Tragel 60
9308 Aalst
T: +32 53 731 711
info@jandenul.com
WWW.JANDENUL.COM
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Janssen develops treatments for some of the most devastating disor-
ders and complex medical challenges of our times, including cancer, 
hepatitis, HIV/AIDS, diabetes, arthritis, dementia, and mental disor-
ders. We focus our research on five strategic pathological areas: 

	 oncology, 
	 neurosciences, 
	 infectious diseases and vaccines, 
	 immunology, 
	 cardiovascular and metabolic disorders.

Johnson & Johnson Innovation, JLINX is a multifaceted initiative in 
Europe designed to identify and nurture early-stage companies who 
are actively pursuing research with the potential to transform human 
health.

JANSSEN PHARMACEUTICA

KURT
HERTOGS
Head of J&J 
Innovation JLINX & 
J&J Innovation Lead 
Benelux

Turnhoutseweg 30
2340 Beerse
T: +32 14 60 21 11
WWW.JANSSENPHARMACEUTICA.BE
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We translate/adapt your content and messages into over 109 lan-
guages. Jonckers is the world’s foremost global communications com-
pany. Our award winning technology and service provides solutions for 
global adaptation across linguistic and cultural boundaries.

JONCKERS

PASCALE
STERKENDRIES
Business 
Development 
Manager

Herrmann Debrouxlaan 15A
1160 Brussels
T: +32 2 663 50 22
pascale.sterkendries@jonckers.com
WWW.JONCKERS.COM
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Katoen Natie supplies logistics and semi-industrial services to various 
industries and port services for the shipping companies.

Sustainable customer relations

Katoen Natie achieves great added value for its customers in the 
services it provides. The outstanding quality of the service and the 
continuous cost monitoring form the basis for sustainable customer 
relations.

Katoen Natie consists of 400 operational units, with 250 terminals 
and logistics platforms, employing over 14,000 people and active in 
all parts of the world.

Katoen Natie is a private company and is not listed on the stock ex-
change so decisions can be made as part of a long-term vision.
Due to the short lines of decision-making, management can very 
quickly decide in the interests of the customer.

KATOEN NATIE CUSTOMS SERVICES

FERNAND
HUTS
Chairman

Van Aerdtstraat 33
2060 Antwerp
T: +32 3 221 68 11
info@katoennatie.com
WWW.KATOENNATIE.COM
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Our basic activities are banking and insurance, including asset man-
agement. However, we are more than just a bank and an insurance 
company: we are a bank-insurer, and as such we want to respond in 
a proactive and holistic way to all our clients’ financial needs, in the 
broadest sense. Our bank-insurance concept offers clients a number 
of benefits, including a comprehensive one-stop financial service that 
meets all their banking, asset management and insurance needs.

In the core countries we want to build and deepen sustainable local 
relationships with private individuals, SMEs and mid-caps. Local re-
sponsiveness is very important to us in that regard. It implies that we 
understand these local clients better, that we pick up signals effec-
tively and respond to them proactively, and that we offer products and
services tailored to these local needs. It also means that we focus 
on the sustainable development of the markets and communities in 
which we operate.

KBC, New York Branch, established in 1977, focuses on international 
companies with a presence in the European core markets where it has 
full service banking operations.

KBC BANK

LUC
COOLS
General Manager, 
New York Branch

ADRIAAN
HOOGMARTENS
Business Developer, 
New York Branch

Havenlaan 2
1080 Brussels
T: +1 212 541 600
kbcbankusa@kbc.be
WWW.KBC.BE
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Established in 1903, Art Studio Slabbinck is a family owned business, 
currently managed by the fourth generation. It is one of the main 
manufacturers in the world of church vestments, with dealers in over 
40 countries.

In 2002, Slabbinck started diversifying into home lines (bed, table 
and bath linens) launching the “Mirabel Slabbinck” collection. The pro-
duction is entirely done in Bruges, Belgium and every order is individu-
ally made, within a short delivery time of 3-4 weeks on average. There 
are no minimum orders. Every order is shipped individually with UPS.

This opens up a wide range of possibilities for bespoke projects, such 
as villas, boutique hotels, airplanes and yachts. 

To foster sales, Slabbinck provides sample books, online creation 
tools and online order tracking, both for the home linens as for the 
church vestment lines.

KUNSTATELIERS SLABBINCK

MATHIAS
SLABBINCK
Commercial Manager

AMI
JUDAH
US Agent Home 
Linens

Lieven Bauwensstraat 18
8200 Bruges
T: +32 50 31 25 57
mathias@slabbinck.be
WWW.SLABBINCK.BE

WWW.MIRABELSLABBINCK.BE
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Licquid is a cloud based Enterprise App Store with an integrated de-
velopment environment. The platform enables non-technical users to 
produce highly graphical, complex business applications without any 
technical knowledge.

Licquid reduces the necessary time to produce functionalities for the 
business to an absolute minimum. Non-technical business users can 
produce results 10 times faster than their technical development 
counterparts. It is the first solution on the market that really elimi-
nates the role of the developer in the software development process.

LICQUID

FRANK
MEYERS
CEO

Van Montfortstraat 29 A
2140 Borgerhout
T: +32 3 236 64 03
info@licquid.com
WWW.LICQUID.COM
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The CSL has existed for 50 years, 20 of which in its current form. Its 
110 employees work on over 90 projects. Its dynamism is shown by 
a growth in turnover targeting €12 million. The CSL has a dual role: it 
is a university research institute and a world-renowned testing center. 
Moreover, it has designed, created and tested over 20 instruments 
which were or are still operational in space.

In order to carry out its activities, the CSL is structured around 3 
programs: space environment testing, requiring the creation of ex-
treme temperature and vacuum conditions (including the design and 
production of testing equipment for space systems), design and de-
velopment of space instruments and technology partnerships with 
local and European industries. This expertise is widely used by the 
ESA (80% of CSL projects are directly or indirectly registered in ESA 
programs).

LIEGE SPACE CENTER (CSL)

JEAN-HERVÉ
LECAT
Head of Technology 
Program

Avenue Pré-Aily
4031 Angleur
T: +32 4 382 46 00
csl@ulg.ac.be
WWW.CSL.ULG.AC.BE
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LINGUITEX offers translations of commercial and legal texts, texts of 
general interest, and also sworn translations of miscellaneous official 
documents such as acts or diplomas, certificates, patents...

Translation, adaptation and updating of websites and newsletters, 
general business correspondence.

Text correction and revision by native speakers.

Frieda Depamelaere, the manager of the translation office, has a 
Master’s Degree in Translation (French/English/Dutch) and is also a 
sworn translator at Belgian courts of justice.

Languages: French - English - Dutch. Other languages on demand.

Reliable service with prompt delivery.

LINGUITEX

FRIEDA
DEPAMELAERE
Business Manager

Olekenbosstraat 162
8540 Deerlijk
T: +32 477 66 65 46
info@linguitex.be
WWW.LINGUITEX.BE
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Lisam is developing a software called ExESS allowing the chemical 
industries to comply with the chemical safety regulation called GHS 
(Global Harmonized Systems).

This software allows the clients to create a chemical inventory of all 
his products and, for each of them, it computes the content of the 
legal documents (label, safety data sheet, working safety instruction, 
transport).

LISAM SYSTEMS

MICHEL
HEMBERG
CEO

THIERRY
LEVINTOFF
CFO

Rue Jean Jaurès 5
7190 Ecaussines
T: +32 67 49 00 03
michel.hemberg@lisam.com
WWW.LISAM.COM
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FractaTrade: we provide Fractal indicators for Compliance Managers 
to reduce risks in trading Energy, Commodities and Stock Market.

Our Application can integrate with any Portfolio management tool and 
can provide a second guess when investment is about to be made.

MashnLearn: we provide Machine Learning (Artificial Intelligence) ap-
plications to operate Retail and Commerce organization. Our top app 
manages large scale Product Catalogs.

We are building our Customer portfolio and looking for private inves-
tors for MashnLearn. 

EPC Financing: We help companies with large infrastructure to fi-
nance Solar Panels and LED relighting. We implement models where 
investments are refunded through energy savings.

For EPC Financing, we would like to meet local Belgian subsidiaries in 
US, proposing the model to Anheuser Busch, Carmeuse and Lhoist.

LR-PHYSICS

LEILA
REBBOUH
CEO

STEPHAN
PIRE
Business Developer

DIDIER
MATTIVI
Executive Chairman

Rue de Rosoux 38
4250 Geer
T: +32 498 59 50 54
leila@lrphysics.com
WWW.LRPHYSICS.COM
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METALogic started as a spin-off company of the Department of Materi-
als Engineering of the KULeuven and is a technological “Engineering” 
company, specialized in offering and developing products/services for 
monitoring material degradation phenomena in general and corrosion 
in particular.

METALogic accompanies its customers in all critical stages within the 
lifecycle of an installation in order to extend the lifetime of such in a 
safely manner. It does mean full support in the following stages:

a)	 During development and construction: advice in material 
selection, corrosion & coating testing.

b)	 During operation: corrosion study, corrosion monitoring & 
inspection, electrochemical testing, implementation of Risk Based 
Inspection programs.

c)	 After failure occurs: failure analyses, surveys and advice for repair 
or design.

Within its team of corrosion and material experts, METALogic possess-
es an ideal combination of industrial and academic knowledge. META-
Logic provides knowledge services to large and small scale companies 
and offers for each and every corrosion problem an individual solution.

METALOGIC

CHRISTINE
BUELENS
Managing Director

Wingepark 43
3110 Rotselaar
T: +32 16 39 60 00
info@metalogic.be
christine.buelens@metalogic.be
WWW.METALOGIC.BE
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Mithra Pharmaceuticals SA, founded in 1999 is a Euronext listed 
pharmaceutical company (MITRA) focused on Women’s Health (WH). 
Mithra’s mission is to improve women’s quality of life and aims to 
become a worldwide leader in WH by developing, manufacturing and 
commercialising proprietary, innovative and differentiated drugs 
and complex therapeutical solutions in fertility and contraception, 
menopause and osteoporosis, gynecological infections and female 
cancers. Approximate total headcount 85. HQ in Liège, Belgium.

Mithra manages today 3 synergistic innovation streams for R&D, manu-
facturing or commercial partnering:
1.	 Estetrol (E4) based projects: Estetrol, new chemical entity 

(NCE), 1st naturally occurring SERM (selective estrogen receptor 
modulator). Mithra is developing 2 applications in contraception 
(Estelle®) and menopause (Donesta®), respectively in phase 3 
and 2 of clinical development. E4 represents a NCE development 

portfolio with other potential indications.
2. Complex Therapeutical solutions: continued innovation to satisfy 

unmet needs in drug delivery. Mithra has gained significant 
experience over the years in longacting drug development and 
complex formulation. Mithra is developing today Zoreline®, a 
biodegradable SC implant in oncology and Myring, a vaginal ring in 
contraception.

3. Professional services for R&D and manufacturing: Mithra 
CDMO. Specialized in Polymeric forms (intra uterine systems, 
biocompatible rings, and implants), sterile injectables and hormonal 
tablets the Mithra CDMO technological platform will operate as 
a unique pharmaceutical ecosystem covering drug development 
from proof of concept to commercialization. Mithra CDMO open 
platform is accessible to partners willing to leverage our know-how 
and capabilities across the drug life-cycle. (from pharmaceutical 
development to contract manufacturing, logistics).

MITHRA PHARMACEUTICALS

FRANÇOIS
FORNIERI
CEO

JEAN-MANUEL
FONTAINE
External & Public 
Affairs

Rue Saint-Georges 5
4000 Liège
T: +32 4 349 28 22
info@mithra.com
WWW.MITHRA.COM
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Multitel is an innovation center, located in Mons, Belgium. The center 
has more than 15 years of history. It was created in 1995 and it be-
came a non-profit independent research center in 1999. The center 
is supported by a multidisciplinary team of 70 qualified engineers 
working in 5 different areas: signal processing, optical fiber applica-
tions, human-machine interfaces, computer vision, computer network 
management, electronics and railway certification. Several spin-off 
companies were created by Multitel: IT-Optics, Acic, Smartwear, Babel 
(now Acapela)… Multitel has developed strong expertise in the railway 
signaling tests (ERTMS) and has become a worldwide leader in the 
field. It owns multiples accredited laboratories for ERTMS (onboard 
and trackside tests). Multitel continues the diversification of its ac-
tivities by developing strongly in pumped storage hydroelectricity and 
Smartcities.

MULTITEL

DOMINIQUE
DERESTIAT
General Manager

ALEXANDRE
GIRARDI
Head of Railway 
Certification

AXEL
LEGAY
Technical Consultant

Rue Pierre et Marie Curie 2
7000 Mons
T: +32 65 34 27 32
info@multitel.be
WWW.MULTITEL.BE
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Nethys SA, a private limited liability company, is a multi-sector indus-
trial group owned and controlled by public shareholders and is active 
in industrial domains of general interest:
1) Energy: distribution of electricity and gas, production of 

renewable energy as well as services and consultancy for the 
rational use of energy.

2) Telecoms & Media: 
	 Operator of telecoms services providing a four-play offer of 

digital TV, internet, land-line and mobile phone for the residential 
market.

	 B2B telecoms operator for administrations and businesses.
	 Content editor for the daily and weekly press.
	 Broadcaster of a pay TV channel, Be TV (formerly Canal+ 

Belgium).
3) Management of a portfolio of equity interests in businesses 

involved in the energy, telecoms and media sectors.

The Nethys group currently employs 2,495 people in Wallonia and is a 
group of reference in Belgium in its areas of activity.

The key figures for the Nethys Group on 30/06/2015 were as follows:
	 Value of shareholders’ equity: 1.765 billion euros.
	 Debt: 654 million euros.
	 Consolidated profit: 40 million euros.

NETHYS

STÉPHANE
MOREAU
CEO

MARC
BEYENS
International 
Development

Rue Louvrex 95
4000 Liège
T: +32 4 254 46 77
info@nethys.be
WWW.NETHYS.BE
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NeuroPath is developing a secure software package to autonomously 
analyze functional mobility and sentiment data to empower patients 
who may be experiencing symptoms or signs of neurological disease.

The Opportunity
	 Connected Self / Internet of Things (IoT).
	 Invisible Patient Reported Outcomes (iPROs).
	 Knowledge on wearables in health care.

NeuroPath’s core algorithms are created and trained from user gener-
ated health data through a host of different devices, e.g. Physical, 
Medical Devices, Body Functions, Emotional, Environmental, Medical 
Records, Motion Capture.

NeuroPath provides a unique interface to collect, store, analyze 
health and wellness data to interact directly with patients, health care 
providers, and medical tech researchers.

NEUROPATH

ERIC
CLARK
Co-founder

CHRISTOPHER A.
JONES
Co-founder

BENOÎT
TAS
Director

Chemin du Cyclotron 6
1348 Louvain-la-Neuve
T: +32 472 74 16 71
benoit.tas@levantas.be
WWW.NEUROPATH.LIFE
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Novaedes is specialized in industrial packing for all types of cargo 
and mode of transport, in addition we also provide logistic services 
to ensure that the right cargo will arrive at the right destination, at the 
right time in good condition.

We have over 30 years of expertise in multiple industrial sectors such 
as: Oil& Gas, Energy, Industrial projects, Automotive, Aviation, Medi-
cal equipment…

Novaedes provides consolidation services for projects including ware-
housing, stuffing and transport, line item checking, supply chain intel-
ligence (tracking&tracing, EDI), packing and preservation.

Furthermore we provide an easy setup for EDI messages and report-
ing working in different directions.

Our services apply for every type of supply chain and all kinds of 
industry from OEM to EPC. We comply with strict SSHE requirements.
Novaedes’ personal approach and our multilingual staff is a guaran-
tee for an optimal support of your global supply chain and project 
management.

We provide our services at our own locations in Germany, France, 
Belgium and The Netherlands. Other locations are served through our 
flying team and worldwide network of partners.

NOVAEDES INTERNATIONAL

MARC
BROUWERS
Senior Commercial 
Manager

Beliweg kaai 315
2030 Antwerp
T: +32 3 490 03 77
info@novaedes.com
WWW.NOVAEDES.COM
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OWIN – Open Worldwide Innovation Network:
	 Membership Association of Universities, TTOs and Trade 

Agencies.
	 Facilitator of innovation, providing a network of valuable 

international partners.
	 Support and promotes innovative technologies project at 

international.
	 Ease access to resources.

“Explore, create and connect win-win opportunities in our members 
markets”.

We emphasize the importance of personal relationships as the 
strength of OWIN is in our members - AWEX in Wallonia, TTC in Texas, 
Coway in Beijing and TiQ in Queensland - four regions that have great 
capabilities to stimulate the creation of innovation and help new tech-
nologies access markets faster. More than ever, we are sharing expe-
riences and learning from each other to encourage a global culture of

innovation and entrepreneurship.

Our solutions?
	 Identify the right R&D partner.
	 Assess technology entry on the local market through trade 

missions.
	 Provide global access to resources, new ventures financing, 

business incubators, accelerators, and executive leadership.
	 Coordinate joint ventures, strategic partnerships and facilitate 

foreign market entry.

As a result, OWIN contributed in launching several joint ventures and 
multi-million dollars commercial contracts.

Raymond Stotzer Pkwy 800-Ste 2020
77845-6151 Texas
United States
i.jurisic@awex.be

OPEN WORLDWIDE INNOVATION NETWORK

AMAËLLE
HAULET
Executive Director 
OWIN

INÈS
JURISIC
OWIN and TiE 
networks Awex 
Liaison Officer

Place Sainctelette 2
1080 Brussels
T: +32 2 421 84 67
i.jurisic@awex.be
OPENIWIN.COM



90

BELGIAN ECONOMIC MISSION

USA - TEXAS

OTN Systems develops and markets fiber optic networking products 
dedicated to the Orfit Industries develops and produces Thermoplas-
tic sheet materials and accessories for medical applications.

The products are used to mobilize and immobilize patients in three fields:
1.	 Low temperature thermoplastics for orthotics in Physical 

Rehabilitation.
2.	 Thermoplastic masks for Patient Immobilization in Radiation 

Oncology.
3.	 High temperature thermoplastics for prosthetic sockets and for 

orthoses.

We provide the best possible materials and products to patients in 
105 countries around the world through a network of distributors and 
direct sales organization. We support local clinicians through training 
and education.

Orfit Industries America provides cancer centers in North America 
products and training and has distributors in the physical rehab and 
prosthetic market.

ORFIT INDUSTRIES

STEVEN
CUYPERS
CEO

Vosveld 9 A
2110 Wijnegem
T: +32 3 326 20 26
welcome@orfit.com
WWW.ORFIT.COM
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Origis is powering the solar revolution by developing, constructing and 
operating commercial and utility scale solar power projects worldwide. 
We have activities in 7 countries and offices in 3 countries.

Origis is a Belgian company (privately owned) with most of its current 
activities in the US and Latin America.

We are among the top 10 developers in the US in 2016 (top 3 in 
South East) and are growing quickly with the intention to become a top 
5 player in the markets we are active in.

ORIGIS

SAMIR
VERSTYN
Managing Director 
USA and Chief 
Investment Officer

Anzegemseweg 28 Bus 23
8790 Waregem
T: +32 56 60 17 00
info@origisenergy.com
WWW.ORIGISENERGY.COM
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OTN Systems develops and markets fiber optic networking products 
dedicated to the operational telecommunication departments of met-
ros, light rail systems, mainline rail, oil & gas, mining, ITS (intelligent 
highways, tunnels & bridges), airports, ports, utility companies, public 
safety & security and industrial campuses. 

The company is the designer and supplier of the Open Transport Net-
work (OTN) and XTran (eXcellence in TRANsport). With 25 years of 
experience, OTN Systems has built a solid reputation deploying cost-
effective and reliable communication networks. Thanks to the unique 
product portfolio, a highly skilled workforce and a partner network that 
extends to every corner of the world, 

OTN Systems has successfully delivered operational telecommunica-
tion networks to more than 400 customers around the world.

OTN SYSTEMS

PETER
BECKERS
Business 
Development 
Manager

Industrielaan 17B
2250 Olen
T: +32 14 25 28 47
info@otnsystems.com
WWW.OTNSYSTEMS.COM
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The POLLET Company, founded in 1763, has been a family business 
since eight generations, specialized in the research, manufacturing 
and marketing of maintenance products for the Hygiene and Cleaning 
markets.

As a specialist dedicated to professionals of the cleaning, we are 
experts in biotechnologies, and leader of sustainable development 
through a massive offer of efficient and eco-certified products. We 
offer powerful, economic solutions with strong added value which 
combine durable high-technology products and customized service.

The commitment and the competence of our staff, associated with a 
powerful production facility and an efficient organization, are the keys 
to our customers’ satisfaction. We attach the most particular atten-
tion to Ecology. In 2015, more than 52% of our production was ecolog-
ical and we are aiming for constant progression in the coming years.

This positioning results in a declination of partnerships with leading 
companies in the Contract Cleaning Activity in several countries, with 
aim to serve Industrial and Retail Industries, as well as Collectivities 
need’s.

POLLET

CHRISTOPHE
MAISONNEUVE
Administrator - 
Head of Business 
Development

Rue de la Grande Couture 20
7501 Orcq
T: +32 69 22 21 21
info@pollet.eu
WWW.POLLET.EU
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PRAGMA came into being from the desire of several accountancy spe-
cialists to develop a different approach to their client base. A more 
personalized, à la carte approach, based on a relationship of trust 
built over the long term. In short, a carefully thoughtthrough approach 
that operates as a team, in partnership with our clients.

Expressly designed to be a medium-sized entity, PRAGMA is distinc-
tive for its responsiveness, its ability to adjust and the way it listens 
attentively to your needs.

Working closely with associate company with COGITAS, we are a 
multidisciplinary team (chartered accountants, direct and indirect 
tax specialists, legal advisers, SME specialists, HR experts, etc.) at 
your service. Each and every one of our team is capable of assisting 
you in all of your accounting, administrative, legal and fiscal dealings. 
Our team is constantly seeking to provide the highest quality in its 

services, which enables it to answer all of your questions: from the 
simplest query to the most complex issue, from multinationals to the 
smallest structures.

PRAGMA INTERNATIONAL

GUILLAUME
BLAUWART
Managing Partner

Chaussée de la Hulpe 181
1170 Brussels
T: +32 2 345 28 13
gblauwart@pragma-intl.be
WWW.PRAGMAINTERNATIONAL.BE
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Praxair is a global industrial gases company with HQ in Danbury, Con-
necticut US and global sales of $12 Billion. Praxair is active in Bel-
gium since 1968 with production sites in Zwijndrecht, Lillo, Schoten, 
Lommel and Oevel. In the Port of Antwerp, Praxair invested recently 
more than € 100 Million in an additional Air Separation Unit (ASU) and 
an expansion of its Nitrogen and Oxygen Pipeline Network that sup-
plies Oxygen and Nitrogen to the Refining, Petrochemical and Chemi-
cal industries, enhancing substantially the chemical cluster infrastruc-
ture in the Port.

From the ASU’s in Zwijndrecht and Lillo, Praxair transports also Liquid 
Gases into Western Europe and to its filling station in Schoten to further 
distribute gases in cylinders to 10ths of thousand customers in the re-
gion. In Oevel, Praxair operates its largest Specialty and Electronic Gas-
es facility in Europe. And in Lommel, another ASU feeds an Oxygen and 
Nitrogen Pipeline to metals, glass and chemical customers in Limburg.

Praxair has its Benelux HQ in Olen which also houses Praxair’s Euro-
pean Engineering center.

PRAXAIR

JOHAN
DESMET
Business Director 
Onsite Benelux

Lammerdries 29
2250 Olen
T: +32 14 25 04 11
info@praxair.be
WWW.PRAXAIR.BE
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Accuracy and Tailored Solutions, that is what we stand for at Qmineral.

Qmineral is one of the most reliable oil and natural gas service com-
panies. We provide our clients with a detailed view on the mineral-
ogical, lithological, physical and chemical properties of core samples, 
cuttings, etc., with a particular focus on clay mineralogy.

Our accurate data allows us, for instance, to choose the right em-
placement/spacing for the initiation of fracs, which depend on miner-
alogy, porosity and lithology.

Thanks to our particular approach and specialized staff, Qmineral was 
the first fully commercial laboratory to win the Reynolds Cup (aka “the 
world Championship of Quantitative mineralogy”).

QMINERAL

GILLES
MERTENS
General Manager

Gaston Geenslaan 1
3001 Heverlee
T: +32 476 82 70 73
info@qmineral.com
WWW.QMINERAL.COM
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‘CREATING HEALTHY SPACES’… that’s at the heart of Renson. For 
this dynamic family business and trendsetter in ventilation, sun pro-
tection and terrace coverings, devising healthy and comfortable living 
and working environments underpins everything they do.

Renson invests heavily in innovation, communication and internation-
alization, always with the focus on a healthy and comfortable indoor 
environment in homes, apartments, offices and healthcare facilities. 
The emphasis is on sustainable overall concepts that respond to 
needs in the areas of energy efficiency, acoustics and design.

Although it has deep local roots, Renson is also increasingly widen-
ing its horizons internationally, witness its strong distribution network 
which meanwhile extends to the US, Russia, the Middle East, Asia 
and even Australia. 

In this respect, Renson is intensifying its ambition to expand from 
a Belgian business to a global player in the fields of ventilation, sun 
protection and outdoor concepts.

RENSON VENTILATION

PAUL
RENSON
CEO

Maalbeekstraat 10
8790 Waregem
T: +32 56 62 71 11
info@renson.be
WWW.RENSON.EU
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REVATIS… innovating concepts dedicated to research & development 
and equine welfare!

REVATIS is a Belgian company dedicated to equine regenerative medi-
cine and cell therapy. This range of health care is rapidly evolving in 
the equine industry, always looking for new techniques to improve 
horses’ performances and well-being.

REVATIS offers a global concept based on the combination of growth 
factors, scaffolds and… regenerative stem cells collected by a mini-
mally invasive, safe & painless procedure.

REVATIS’s R&D team has developed a unique and innovative biotech-
nology to isolate and harvest autologous pluripotent mesenchymal 
stem cells derived from muscular tissues (through a microbiopsy).

The high-quality cultured stem cells are available for immediate au-
tologous therapeutic use or for freezing (biobanking) and later use, to 
promote tissue repair as well as reduce inflammation and pain.

In horses, mesenchymal stem cells have demonstrated efficacy in 
tendinopathy and degenerative joint disease. Healing opportunities 
exist with regard to other pathologies (in ophthalmology, wound heal-
ing, reproductive diseases, laminitis, nerve degeneration and chronic 
inflammation…).

REVATIS also provides investigators with a selection of animal mesen-
chymal stem cells and other cell lines dedicated to research & devel-
opment (of equine/canine/porcine origin).

REVATIS

DIDIER
SERTEYN
Chief Scientific 
Officer (CSO)

CATHERINE
DELCOUR
Strategic Marketing 
Manager

Novalis Science Park - Aye
Rue de la Science 8
6900 Marche-en-Famenne
T: +32 84 84 03 20
info@revatis.com
WWW.REVATIS.COM
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Reynaers Aluminium was founded in 1965 with the aim to design and 
provide fabricators with solutions for energy-efficient and qualitative 
aluminium windows and doors. Our headquarters are located in Duf-
fel, Belgium. Recently, we also opened two local facilities in the USA, 
situated in Phoenix (AZ) and Charlotte (NC).

Reynaers Aluminium is specialized in the research, development and 
marketing of innovative and sustainable aluminium building envelope 
solutions. Products like windows, doors, curtain walling, sliding sys-
tems and sun screens. We develop standard systems that meet or 
exceed industry requirements, but we also develop tailor-made solu-
tions for specific projects on request.

Our high-end solutions can be found in all kinds of projects with differ-
ent purposes: Airports, residential buildings, hospitals, hotels, muse-
ums, sport facilities, custom houses, etc.

We are selling solutions that enable architects, real estate develop-
ers, investors, installers and fabricators to turn architectural designs 
into reality.

REYNAERS ALUMINIUM

PAUL
VANNESTE
Regional Director

Oude Liersebaan 266
2570 Duffel
T: +32 15 30 85 00
info@reynaers.com
WWW.REYNAERS.COM
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Rodschinson Investment is an international company specialized in 
mergers & acquisitions of corporate entities and capital raising re-
lated to various sectors of activities. Our firm is also strongly involved 
in large Real Estate projects around the world.

Rodschinson relies on independent partners working in their names 
which provides a wide range of services worldwide to a substantial 
and diversified client database including small- and mid-sized busi-
nesses, as well as large corporations, investment banks, pension 
funds, hedge funds and high net-worth individuals.

Rodschinson’s business is expanding around the world, as global 
markets become ever more tightly linked by technology, by breaking 
down regulatory barriers and by the increasing global needs of our 
clients.

We bring together organizations that are extraordinary as stand-alone 
entities, but combined, these independent partner comprise a net-
work that is virtually unmatched in the breadth and depth of resources 
available to serve you.

RODSCHINSON INVESTMENT GROUP

RACHID
CHIKHI
CEO

Place du Champs de Mars 5
1050 Brussels
T: +32 2 250 36 87
dg@rodschinson.com
WWW.RODSCHINSON.COM
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Rombit (www.rombit.be) has grown from Flanders’ Most Promising 
Startup (VOKA, Trends, JCI) into an experienced IoT service provider. 
Rombit caters to harbor and industrial companies with in-house solu-
tions that closely integrate with the existing customer infrastructure 
and tools, leading to low friction and high interoperability.

For its clients Rombit builds solutions on top of its Romcore API frame-
work that integrates the full chain from software to IoT networks, big 
data processing and analysis and finally a visualization in the form of 
desktop and mobile applications.

Rombit has developed IoT applications ranging from power manage-
ment for container ships, medical transport and supply chain manage-
ment, to smart city systems and employee monitoring and tracking 
applications.

The Rombit methodology and knack for solving difficult ICT problems 
have made the company popular within the large industry ecosystem 
in Flanders and abroad: Rombit has grown to more than 40 employees 
in just over three years.

ROMBIT

JORIK
ROMBOUTS
CEO

Sint-Katelijnevest 61
2000 Antwerp
T: +32 3 369 75 00
info@rombit.be
WWW.ROMBIT.BE
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Schréder is a leader in outdoor lighting, present in over 45 countries 
worldwide. We are innovators in smart lighting solutions for safe, com-
fortable and sustainable outdoor environments.

Driving the LED & Smart Cities revolution, we offer efficient and intel-
ligent, elegant and long-lasting solutions contributing to the well-being 
of the urban and rural communities all over the world. We help our 
customers reducing operations costs, find new revenue streams and 
connect citizens to their social infrastructure.

Amongst many others San Jose in Silicon Valley, the Grand Place in 
Brussels, the Champ Elysees in Paris or the Olympic Walk in Rio de 
Janeiro have been recently equipped with our technologies.

SCHREDER

DAVID
COHEN
General Manager

NICOLAS
KEUTGEN
Chief Innovation 
Officer

Rue de Lusambo 67
1190 Brussels
T: +32 2 332 01 06
BEF-info@schreder.com
WWW.SCHREDER.COM
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SEA-Tank Terminal, a daughter company of the SEA-invest group, is 
a tank storage company operating 2,450,000 m³ in Belgium, France 
and Senegal. Its terminals are state-of-the-art facilities, offering to 
each product the specific technical and operational flexibility. Petrole-
um and petrochemical products belong to our main scope of products.
We can offer existing capacity or a new-build tank terminal depending 
on the needs and wishes of the customer.

In general, the SEA-invest group is a leading stevedoring company 
in Western Europe and Africa, operating also dry bulk, fruit & food, 
breakbulk, container and roro. It has an annual tonnage of more than 
100 million tons, 5,500 employees and it is active in 25 ports.

SEA-TANK TERMINAL

PHILIPPE
DROESBEKE
General Manager

Skaldenstraat 1
9042 Ghent
T: +32 9 255 56 66
info@sea-tankterminal.com
WWW.SEA-TANKTERMINAL.COM
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Secutec was founded by Geert Baudewijns in September 2005. Since 
then, Secutec has grown from a one-man company to become a sig-
nificant player on the European market and beyond customized, inte-
grated security solutions for fast, efficient and secure IT.

Secutec achieves this by establishing strong links between security 
vendors on the one hand, and our customer on the other.

Secutec is much more than simply a go-between. We add significant 
value to the products of our security vendors by offering specialized 
complementary services. 

These cover every aspect of the security spectrum, from installation 
to screening & monitoring to problem analysis & solving. Our dedi-
cated and rapid response support team who
makes this all happen.

SECUTEC

GEERT
BAUDEWIJNS
CEO/Founder

Boomsesteenweg 41/11
2630 Aartselaar
T: +32 3 877 82 93
info@secutec.be
geert.baudewijns@secutec.be
WWW.SECUTEC.BE
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The Federal Holding and Investment Company (SFPI-FPIM) manages 
the federal government’s shareholdings, cooperates with the govern-
ment on specific projects (delegated assignment) and pursues its own 
investment policy in the interests of the Belgian economy.

At the end of 2015, the total balance sheet of SFPI-FPIM reaches 2 
billion EUR and 15 billion EUR more with the delegated assignments.

SFPI-FPIM invests also abroad with stakes in investment vehicles in 
Brazil, China and India but also indirectly via its daughter companies 
Certi-Fed and SBI-BMI.

SFPI-FPIM

KOENRAAD
VAN LOO
CEO

Avenue Louise 32/4
1050 Brussels
T: +32 2 548 52 11
secretary@sfpi.be
WWW.SFPI-FPIM.BE
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The SOFINEX: Financial support for exporters

The objective of the Sofinex (Société de financement de l’exportation 
et de l’internationalisation des entreprises wallonnes) is to help com-
panies to invest abroad and develop their export sales.

Sofinex is the result of operational collaboration between AWEX, SO-
WALFIN and SRIW. Its aim is to meet the financial needs of Walloon 
companies associated with’ international operations and therefore 
to remove any obstacles. The Sofinex’s support is available for both 
short-term commercial operations and long-term projects abroad.

Sofinex has a wide range of financial instruments to achieve this: 
bank credit guarantees, direct financing (loans and/or equity partici-
pations) and subsidies (for Emerging Countries).

There are two ways in which the Sofinex can help companies. Firstly, 
by contributing to the financial needs of companies in relation to ex-
port contracts or investments abroad.

Secondly, by supporting exports using financial products similar to 
grants or subsidies.

SOFINEX

EMMANUEL
CALAY
International Finance 
Manager

HOANG
DINH
International Finance 
Advisor

Avenue Maurice Destenay 13
4000 Liège
T: +32 4 239 01 69
info@sofinex.be
WWW.SOFINEX.BE
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Solidbot plays a leading role in the manufacturing of mobile, auton-
omous, rapid deployment security solutions specially designed for 
situations where fast deployment and instant response are required. 
We engineer, manufacture and assist security-professional clients all 
over Europe and we are looking to expand our business operations in 
the United States of America.

The permanent increase of wage costs related to traditional man 
guarding is generating great interest amongst these security profes-
sionals, creating new business models based on hybrid offers that 
combine physical presence of fewer guards with a permanent support 
from intelligent technology. It is our role to assist these professionals
in shaping the future of the security industry in an ever more threat-
ening world.

Solidbot is the first company to provide full in-house manufacturing, 

from design to product delivery. Our clients choose to work with us 
as we provide customized solutions that fit individual needs from 
individual industries.

Our clients have successfully used our solutions on airports, industri-
al sites, power plants and nuclear facilities for personal and property 
protection. National authorities have used our solutions for political 
gatherings, border patrolling and police interventions.

Solidbot offers a self-powered permanently monitored, tamper proof, 
customizable solution that accommodates intrusion detection tech-
niques, high resolution video surveillance cameras, wireless data 
connectivity and full IoT (Internet of Things) compatibility. Our prod-
ucts integrate into exiting environments such of control rooms and 
leading video management platforms such as Genetec, Milestone 
and many others.

SOLIDBOT

DANIEL
VAN DOVEREN
CEO - Managing 
Partner

BRUNO
BEVERNAGE
COO - Managing 
Partner

Waterloosesteenweg 200
1640 Sint-Genesius-Rode
T: +32 2 880 00 83
info@solidbot.com
WWW.SOLIDBOT.COM
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An international chemical and advanced materials company, Solvay 
assists its customers in innovating, developing and delivering high- 
value, sustainable products and solutions which consume less energy 
and reduce CO

2
 emissions, optimize the use of resources and im-

prove the quality of life. Solvay serves diversified global end markets, 
including automotive and aerospace, consumer goods and health-
care, energy and environment, electricity and electronics, building and 
construction as well as industrial applications. Solvay is headquar-
tered in Brussels with about 30,000 employees spread across 53 
countries. It generated pro forma net sales of € 12.4 billion in 2015, 
with 90 percent made from activities where it ranks among the world’s 
top 3 players.

SOLVAY

ALEXIS
BROUHNS
Senior Executive Vice 
President

ARIENNE
BRINT
Vice President, 
Government &  Public 
Affairs North America

Rue de Ransbeek 310
1120 Brussels
T: +32 2 264 21 11
WWW.SOLVAY.COM
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Surest makes smart, reliable, well-designed smartphone products 
that store medicines.

The Surest application remembers and reminds people when to take 
them.

Surest products are designed to make it easier for patients with 
chronic illnesses, who are equipped with a smartphone to remember 
when to take their medication AND where to find their medication.

SUREST

RÉGIS
PLATTARD
CEO

Rue Papenkastel 105/3
1050 Brussels
T: +32 479 80 02 39
regis.plattard@surest.be
WWW.GETPILO.COM
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TAKTIK is a software engineering company. For over ten years now, 
we have been developing solutions based on innovative and efficient 
open source technologies, fully adapted to the needs of our clients 
and integrators. We specialize in managing high volume media flows 
and IPTV.

	 OZONE: Enterprise Media Platform to manage high volumes of 
medias.

	 FLOWR: Entertainment TV Solution designed for Hospitality and 
Corporate.

	 ICURE: Centralized Management Software of patient’s medical 
records.

Our expertise allows us to create professional management applica-
tions not only for large businesses, but equally accessible to medium 
sized businesses.

We are passionate about our work and believe in the added value that 
our expertise can provide. We strive to provide quality services and 
become your preferred partner helping you meet future challenges for 
your business.

TAKTIK is positioned as a software developer and complete solutions 
provider onto the market with an indirect approach, through a global 
network of certified partners and integrators.

TAKTIK

BRUNO
MERTENS
Member of the 
Advisory Council

ANTONIO
DI NATALE
CEO

NICOLAS
SPIETTE
CFO

Avenue de Finlande 8 a
1420 Braine-l’Alleud
T: +32 2 333 58 40
bm@taktik.com
WWW.TAKTIK.COM
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Tapestry Art has a unique collection of contemporary woven art and 
bespoke.

We transform modern art photography into woven high quality wall-
hanging art pieces. The combination of modern contemporary pho-
tography with the old Flemish craftsmanship results in an authentic 
product that is sure to be the eye catcher in any interior, private or 
corporate.

Using a unique method to transform digital information into weaving 
loom instructions and our 3D weaving technique we create stunning 
end results whereby photography art becomes a sophisticated, luxu-
rious experience with a warm and gentle feel in touch as well as in 
appearance.

These masterpieces are ideal for restaurants, homes, offices, yachts 
and planes. It is extremely beneficial when in need of light weight, 
easy transportation, flexible upholstery and/or acoustic qualities.

TAPESTRY ART

ANNA
DEMUYLDER
Managing Partner

Diksmuidelaan 95
2600 Berchem
T: +32 3 740 56 70 / +1 646 578 8738
info@tapestry-art.eu
WWW.TAPESTRY-ART.EU
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Tempora is a Belgian agency specializing in the design, development, 
promotion and management of cultural exhibitions and facilities. 
Founded in 1998, it is one of the leading actors on the European 
market. The company relies on a multidisciplinary team of 50 peo-
ple including: project leaders, managers, architects, graphic artists, 
designers, scenographers, documentalists, multimedia experts, etc.
Tempora has two prominent features:

	 Its unique capacity as a lead contractor, which enables it to operate 
at particular stages or on entire projects up to turnkey service 
solutions: creation, development and production, promotion, 
reception and management of visitors.

	 Its international experience in Europe, Asia and North America, 
thanks to the management of large-scale projects, the design and 
development of international exhibitions and museums, as well as 
the circulation of exhibitions originally created in Belgium.

The activities include:
	 Executive production of self-financed, internally designed and 

developed exhibitions.
	 Travelling exhibitions.
	 Responses to (public or private) calls for tenders relative to 

missions of execution, design and development of museum 
exhibitions.

	 Delegated management of temporary exhibitions or cultural 
facilities.

TEMPORA

RAPHAËL
REMICHE
Member of the Board

CHRISTOPHE
GAETA
Exhibition Designer

Rue des Anciens Etangs 44-46
1190 Brussels
T: +32 2 549 60 60
info@tempora.be
WWW.TEMPORA.BE
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Founded in 1956, The Belgian Chocolate Group (BCG) is a well-estab-
lished supplier and exporter of premium chocolate products, offering 
high quality at attractive prices. Our wide range of products, which 
form a solid base for our brand “The Belgian”, include Chocolate 
Seashells, Cocoa Dusted and Flake Truffles, Pralines, Bars, Hollow 
Figures and more innovative products like Medaillons, Truffines and 
Chocolate Donuts. We also carry a No Sugar Added Bar Range.

The company has two plants in Belgium, where the chocolates are 
made and exported from.

“The Belgian” reflects the traditional chocolate making expertise 
from Belgium. We work together with exclusive distributors in over 
70 countries with a view to creating a clear, unified brand presence. 
In our constant search for first-rate ingredients, quality is the highest 
requirement.

Furthermore, BCG follows the international standards and guidelines. 
In January 2011, BCG was the first Belgian chocolate company to 
obtain the A star level of the international BRC food standard. This is 
the highest possible standard to obtain.

THE BELGIAN CHOCOLATE GROUP

MARC
PAUWELS
CEO

ILSE
DE LAET
Member Board of 
Directors

Geelseweg 72
2250 Olen
T: +32 14 25 85 25
info@thebelgian.com
WWW.THEBELGIAN.COM
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United Airlines and United Express operate an average of 4,500 flights 
a day to 339 airports across five continents. In 2015, United and 
United Express operated more than 1.5 million flights carrying more 
than 140 million customers. United is proud to have the world’s most 
comprehensive route network, including U.S. mainland hubs in Chi-
cago, Denver, Houston, Los Angeles, New York/Newark, San Francisco 
and Washington, D.C. 

United operates more than 720 mainline aircraft, and this year the 
airline anticipates taking delivery of 21 new Boeing aircraft, including 
737 NGs, 787s and 777s. 

The airline is a founding member of Star Alliance, which provides 
service to 192 countries via 28 member airlines. More than 84,000 
United employees reside in every U.S. state and in countries around 
the world.

From Brussels, United operates nonstop flights to New York/Newark, 
Chicago and Washington, D.C., offering connections to more than 300 
destinations across the USA, Canada, Latin & South America and the 
Caribbean. 

For more information, visit united.com, follow @United on Twitter or 
connect on Facebook.

UNITED AIRLINES

ALEXANDER
VANRYCKEGHEM
Country Sales 
Manager Belgium 
and Luxembourg

Park Hill Mommaertslaan 20 B
1831 Diegem
T: +32 2 609 31 09
alexander.vanryckeghem@united.com
WWW.UNITED.COM



115

Vesale Pharma, based in Eghezée (Belgium), is a pioneer company in 
R & D probiotic solutions and has a 6.85M€ consolidated turnover of 
in 2015 (+ 20%). Vesale products are sold in 30 countries worldwide 
through a network of agents and distributors. Vesale holds 5 world 
patents, including Intelicaps®, a world unique revolutionary technology 
of probiotics micro-encapsulation. A new production plant was inaugu-
rated in GHLIN (Belgium) in June 2016.

VESALE PHARMA

JEHAN
LIENART
CEO

FRANCE
FANNES
COO

JOHAN
QUINTENS
CSO

ERIC
POSKIN
Strategic & Corporate 
Director

SARAH
BECK
Quality & Regulatory 
Manager

Rue Louis Allaert 9
5310 Noville-sur-Mehaigne
T: +32 81 56 00 06
info@vesalepharma.com
WWW.VESALEPHARMA.COM
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Spiced cake is a traditional Belgian product made of rye, sugar and 
spices.

Since 1867 Vondelmolen spoils its customers using traditional family 
recipes with delicious spiced cake products. Vondelmolen is the 
market leader of spiced cake in Belgium and a top 5 European player.

The product is 100% natural, low in fat, has 0% cholesterol and is also 
made without preservatives or pigments. A slice of spiced cake is not 
only a source of fiber, it also combines fast and slow sugars, making 
it a good source of immediate and sustained energy. So it is a good, 
healthy snack for sports, for kids at school and adults at work.

Product goes very well together with coffee or tea and can be con-
sumed throughout the day: breakfast, snack, meal, dessert. Vondel-
molen offers you a large range of different products and tastes: clas-

sic spiced cake, with honey, with fruit, with Belgian chocolate or with 
nuts. And this as well for a standard as a premium range with hereby 
the choice between a range of standard recipes as well as your own 
adapted recipe.

The products can be offered Halal, standard or on Organic basis.

VONDELMOLEN

JAN
BORMS
Owner

Dendermondsesteenweg 208
9280 Lebbeke
T: +32 52 40 90 40
info@vondelmolen.be
WWW.VONDELMOLEN.BE

één geheel 186 C
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Wallonia Biotech Coaching (WBC) is an incorporated company 
launched in September 2006. WBC is an incubator aimed at support-
ing the development of spin-off, spin-out and start-up biotech compa-
nies located in the Belgian Region of Wallonia. More specifically, its 
mission consists in validating company projects and in giving a con-
tinuous support during the growth and maturing of these companies. 
According to the needs of incubated projects, WBC provides a panel 
of pre-financed managerial, commercial and financial services. Exam-
ples of these services include thorough market studies, analysis of 
regulatory issues, strategic advices on in/out licensing and on merg-
ers/acquisitions, commercial representations and laboratory equip-
ment leasing plans. The support of WBC is planned for a maximum 
duration of 6 years. During this period, the evolution of incubated 
companies is evaluated using management tools proper to WBC and 
adapted to the specificities of the biotechnology sector.

WALLONIA BIOTECH COACHING

SERGE
PAMPFER
Director

Avenue de l’Hôpital - CHU - GIGA - B34, 11
4000 Liège
T: +32 4 246 51 10
contact@wbc-incubator.be
WWW.WBC-INCUBATOR.BE
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The Belgian investment group formed by WISETREE Invest and 4 FOR 
CELLS created a joint international venture with INCELL Corporation 
(San Antonio, Texas) to form a new company, BioTurnKey (www.bio-
turnkey.com). Integrated business strategies and unique technical 
capabilities bring together the BioTurnKey BioOptimizer disruptive 
technologies, connected infrastructure, components, formulas, pro-
cesses and clinical studies that will accelerate getting personalized 
and regenerative medicine products to the market at a fraction of the 
costs. Innovations in flexible and ready options will support a variety 
of manufacturing models.

These include in-house or outsourced contract manufacturing, as well 
as packaged options to facilitate delivery from point-of-care, hospitals 
and clinics. For each year that an experimental medicine of treatment 
spends in optimization processes, in clinical trails are in regulatory 
procedures, a year of possible revenues is lost. And now the life-

time of medical products on the market is shortening, it’s of vital 
importance for pharmaceutical companies that they reduce their lab 
to market time. Progress in medicine doesn’t only depends on the 
ingenious minds of genetics, chemists or molecular biologists. Funda-
mental science in drug development is, of course, evident, but many 
forget that when a promising medicine or treatment has come through 
all the clinical trial phases many hurdles still have to be cleared. Be 
Right from the start (cGMP), faster to the market and at a fraction of 
the costs is Bioturnkey’s ambition.

WISETREE INVEST

FRANÇOIS
LESAGE
CEO

FRÉDÉRIC
TONGLET
CFO

Rue de la Science 8
6900 Aye
T: +32 486 13 58 57
fto@wisetreeinvest.com
WWW.WISETREEINVEST.COM
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WSL is the Incubator of engineering sciences. Its mission is to sup-
port the creation and the development of technological companies in 
Wallonia (start-up high potential project started rapidly) and spin-off 
(academic project) in different fields such as aerospace industry, au-
tomotive industry, medical device, greentech, IT, micro/nano technol-
ogy, spatial, bio chemistry...

WSL

AGNÈS
FLEMAL
Director General

Rue des Chasseurs Ardennais 3
4031 Angleur
T: +32 4 367 30 63
info@wsl.be
WWW.WSL.BE



120

BELGIAN ECONOMIC MISSION

U
S

A
 - T

E
X

A
S



HIGHER 
EDUCATION 
INSTITUTIONS



122

BELGIAN ECONOMIC MISSION

USA - TEXAS

Ghent University consists of 117 departments across 11 faculties 
and offers high-quality research-based educational programs in virtu-
ally every scientific discipline. Ghent University distinguishes itself as 
a socially committed and pluralistic university in a broad international 
perspective. The motto of the university is ‘Dare to Think’. The uni-
versity’s appeal is growing every year, with about 42,000 students 
in 2014, of which about 10.5% are international (students, PhD stu-
dents, exchange students).

Numerous research groups, centers and institutes have been founded 
over the years, becoming world-renowned in disciplines such as bio-
technology, aquaculture and microelectronics.

Ghent University is a Dutch-speaking university but English is widely
spoken by both students and staff. Moreover, international students 
can choose a wide variety of English courses and programs.

GHENT UNIVERSITY

ANNE
DE PAEPE
Rector

ISABELLE
DE COEN
Academic Diplomacy

DIETER
DEFORCE
Professor

JULIE
DE BACKER
Professor

Sint-Pietersnieuwstraat 25
9000 Ghent
T: +32 9 264 70 30
isabelle.decoen@ugent.be
WWW.UGENT.BE
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A university offering a full spectrum of disciplines and excellence 
in research 

ULg - a 200-year-old university- is a French speaking comprehensive 
university in Europe with 10 Faculties and 1 School, spread over 4 
campuses. All faculties offer educational programs at bachelor and 
master level in all areas of knowledge, as well as research programs. 
It is fully integrated in the Bologna process and applies the best Eu-
ropean standards for Higher Education. The teaching offered to its 
23,000 students - 23% of whom come from foreign countries- is well 
adapted to a changing world and the expectations of the modern job 
market.

An innovator in terms of techniques as well as engineering, the univer-
sity has strong expertise in a variety of fields, including environmental 
studies, life sciences, biotechnologies, Interdisciplinary Cluster of Ap-

plied Genoproteomics, Earth sciences, space studies, physics, logis-
tics, agronomy, geology, etc.

More than half the university budget is devoted to research projects 
where excellence is a must. Interdisciplinarity and internationalization 
are keywords in the research units.

Ulg has been awarded the EU label HR Excellence in Research.

ULg brings together education, research and professional training, 
and has helped launch spinoff companies in many fields, making it a 
driving force of the area’s economy.

The University of Liège has a longstanding cooperation with the Uni-
versity of Gadjah Mada (UGM) in Yogyakarta.

UNIVERSITE DE LIEGE

ERIC
HAUBRUGE
Vice-Rector

AURORE
RICHEL
Professor

PIERRE
WOLPER
Professor

Place du XX Août 7
4000 Liège
T: +32 4 366 92 55
international@ulg.ac.be
WWW.ULG.AC.BE
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UNIVERSITE LIBRE DE BRUXELLES (ECOLE 
POLYTECHNIQUE DE BRUXELLES)

MARIE-PAULE
DELPLANCKE
Vice Dean

Avenue Franklin Roosevelt 50 CP 150/01
1050 Brussels
T: +32 2 650 29 02
mpdelpla@ulb.ac.be
WWW.ULB.AC.BE/FACS/POLYTECH/

INDEX.HTML

Université Libre de Bruxelles (ULB), with its 11 faculties and two 
schools and institutes, is not only multicultural, but also a compre-
hensive university covering all disciplines and study cycles.
Four scientific Nobel Prizes (of which the 2013 Prize in Physics), one 
Fields Medal, three Wolf Prizes, two Marie Curie Prizes, among others, 
are evidences of ULB longstanding tradition of excellence. ULB is a 
major university located in the heart of Brussels (25,000 students 
and 500 research units).

ULB backs its social, societal and scientific responsibilities with a 
commitment to furthering economic development in the regions where 
it is located (Brussels and Wallonia) by combining broad access to 
higher education with high level research. ULB also relies on a teach-
ing hospital (Erasme hospital), a cancer institute (Bordet Institute) 
and an extensive hospital network.
Founded on the principle of free-thinking, which advocates independ-

ent reasoning and rejection of dogma in all of its forms, ULB has 
remained true to its original ideals – an institution committed to de-
fending democratic and humanist values.
The School of Engineering of the Université libre de Bruxelles has 
more than one century of excellence. In 1873, the University, aware 
of the development of engineering institutes in other countries and 
of the lack of engineers in a country with a fast developing industry, 
founded the School of Engineering. The objective of the School is to 
form men and women in the fields of engineering and leadership for a 
multi-cultural and multi-lingual world. It aims also to serve the society 
by providing knowledge, innovation and valorization of research.
The School offers 8 masters programs in various fields of engineering. 
Five of these programs are fully in English and attract a large number 
of international students. The School develops a research and devel-
opment activity in close collaboration with the industrial world and 
offers a strong PhD program.
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The healthcare industry is one of the most significant sector of a 
country’s economy. All forecasts say that the healthcare industry’ 
significance will continue to grow along with the rising demand for 
healthcare products and services worldwide.

Demographic changes and an ageing population are some of the rea-
sons why diagnostics, therapy, rehabilitation technology, prevention 
and telehealth are constantly increasing in importance. But not only ! 
Technology is transforming the healthcare as well.

Agoria Healthcare Technology market regroups companies and ser-
vice providers working in the areas of electromedical equipment 
and medical technology, information and communication technology 
(eHealth and telehealth), industrial solutions for hospitals, labs and 
the pharma industry, commodities and consumer goods, and also in
the services such as design or consulting. These companies are lead-

ing edge proponents in the medical field and proudly represent Bel-
gian flagships in their respective medical technology areas.

AGORIA HEALTHCARE TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS

CAROLE
ABSIL
Business Group 
Leader Markets

Boulevard Reyers 80
1030 Brussels
T: +32 2 706 80 02
carole.absil@agoria.be
WWW.AGORIA.BE
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The American Chamber of Commerce in Belgium (AmCham Belgium) is 
one of the largest and most influential business chambers for interna-
tional companies in Belgium, connecting more than 5,000 executives 
at about 500 member companies from a broad range of sectors and 
nationalities.

Based in Brussels since 1948, AmCham Belgium, as a membership-
led and membership-funded organization, focuses on improving busi-
ness and investment opportunities for the US-Belgian business com-
munity in Belgium.

With approximately 900 US companies, directly employing 125,000 
people in Belgium, AmCham Belgium plays a pivotal role in the Belgian 
business environment. 

Through its policy, networking and knowledge sharing activities, Am-
Cham Belgium can add real value to its members’ businesses. The 
Chamber wants to promote a business and investment environment 
that is attractive for international companies in Belgium, by represent-
ing their interests at governmental level and in the media. AmCham 
Belgium also provides a physical and on-line forum through which in-
formation and ideas can be shared and the Chamber organizes a wide 
variety of events, seminars and workshops in which members can 
network and teach/learn best practices.

AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN 
BELGIUM (AMCHAM BELGIUM)

MARCEL
CLAES
Chief Executive

Troonstraat 60 rue du Trône
1050 Brussels
T: +32 2 513 67 70
info@amcham.be
WWW.AMCHAM.BE
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Today, in global terms, the diamond business is worth more than $60 
billion per annum, and provides a career and livelihood to millions of 
skilled individuals on all five continents. The axis around which that 
business turns is Antwerp, the Belgian city that has enjoyed an unbro-
ken association with the diamond for more than five centuries.

The Antwerp World Diamond Centre (AWDC) is an industry-established 
foundation whose mission is to serve and support the diamond busi-
ness in Belgium. headquartered in the heart of Antwerp’s diamond 
district, its Board of Directors is elected directly by those who define 
the Antwerp Diamond Community.

ANTWERP WORLD DIAMOND CENTRE

STÉPHANE
FISCHLER
President AWDC

KAREN
RENTMEESTERS
Head of 
Communications

TAÏSSA
DERIDDER
Business 
Development 
Polished Officer

Hoveniersstraat 22
2018 Antwerp
T: +32 3 222 05 11
info@awdc.be
WWW.AWDC.BE
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The Construction Confederation is the main business organisation, 
social partner and representative body of the construction industry in 
Belgium. More than 14000 contractors have joined the Construction 
Confederation, from craftsmen to global players, carrying out all forms 
of building and civil engineering activities.

The Construction Confederation is member of the Federation of Enter-
prises in Belgium (FEB), the European Construction Industry Federa-
tion (FIEC) and European International Contractors (EIC).

CONSTRUCTION CONFEDERATION

VINCENT
DETEMMERMAN
Director International

Lombardstraat 42
1000 Brussels
T: +32 2 545 56 00
international@constructionconfederation.be
WWW.CONFEDERATIEBOUW.BE
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Energy technology focused business ecosystem

Belgium-based companies have decades of experience with projects 
in the fields of oil, gas & energy. The Energy Technology Club groups 
these strong players into a tight network that firmly places Belgian-
based know-how in oil, gas & energy projects on the international 
scene.

For end customers as well as EPC contractors, the ability to find a 
suitably experienced partner is essential to undertake a project of any 
size in the energy industry. The Energy Technology Club answers this 
need by operating as an international platform between both parties. 
If you are looking for a unique point of contact for innovative technolo-
gies, operating from the heart of Europe, you have found it.

ENERGY TECHNOLOGY CLUB

PIETER-JAN
PROVOOST
Director Energy 
Technology Club

Auguste Reyerslaan 80 Bus A
1030 Schaarbeek
T: +32 2 706 81 47
pieter-jan.provoost@agoria.be
WWW.AGORIA.BE
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essenscia, the Belgian association for the chemical, plastics and life 
sciences industries, represents and brings together about 750 com-
panies in Belgium’s. With a turnover of 64 billion euros and 90,000 
direct employees, the sector represents 1/5 of the entire Belgian 
manufacturing industry. The sector exports over 75% of its production
and generates a trade surplus of 21 billion euros, thus contributing 
to the vigor of the Belgian economy. The sector is also very innovative 
with 3.6 billion euros R&Dexpenditures in 2015.

Belgium is the number one chemical country in the world on a per 
capita basis and a dominant player of a wide range of key chemicals 
and plastics in Europe. Thanks to considerable investments by Bel-
gian and foreign companies in the petrochemical industry and other 
major chemical activities, Belgium has developed into a leading global 
petrochemical center.

Belgium is also a world leader in pharmaceuticals and biotechnology. 
Nearly 30,000 people work in this sector, which alone accounts for 
10% of all Belgian exports. In fact, 30% of all private sector R&D- 
expenditures is in the pharmaceutical industry, twice the European 
average.

ESSENSCIA

YVES
VERSCHUEREN
Managing Director

CORINE
PETRY
Head of 
Communication

FRANK
BECKX
Managing Director 
essenscia 
Vlaanderen

Auguste Reyerslaan 80
1030 Schaarbeek
T: +32 2 238 97 11
info@essenscia.be
WWW.ESSENSCIA-VLAANDEREN.BE
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The Federation of Belgian Chambers of Commerce represents all 
14 Chambers of Commerce in Belgium and 33 Belgian-Luxembourg 
Chambers of Commerce abroad.

Through our accreditation program, we assure that Chambers are well 
managed and meet the needs of their members.

Our activities focus on 3 key areas:
	 Export formalities: we coordinate the delivery of certificates 

of origin and ATA carnets by Belgian chambers, with a strong 
emphasis on simplified procedures and online delivery.

	 International entrepreneurship: we support our chambers 
and their members through our international network 
(EUROCHAMBRES, ICC-World Chambers Federation, CPCCAF).

	 Sustainable entrepreneurship: we stimulate our Chambers to help 
companies find sustainable solutions for societal challenges.

FEDERATION OF BELGIAN CHAMBERS OF 
COMMERCE

DIRK
BULTEEL
Member of the Federation of Belgian 
Chambers of Commerce
Director Voka - Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry Antwerp-Waasland

Rue Belliard 2
1040 Brussels
T: +32 2 209 05 50
info@belgianchambers.be
WWW.BELGIANCHAMBERS.BE
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FEB, the voice of business in Belgium, promotes an optimal business 
and investment environment.

The Federation of Enterprises in Belgium (FEB) is the only multisec-
tor employer organization representing companies in Belgium’s three 
regions. FEB represents more than 50,000 companies, accounting for 
80% of employment in the private sector. FEB promotes and defends 
the interests of those companies in nearly 150 federal, European and 
international bodies, with a view to creating an optimum business 
and investment environment. FEB’s activities are underpinned by its 
thorough knowledge of the sector – thanks to the expertise of its 
member federations – and on key values such as the social market 
economy, sustainable development, business ethics, good govern-
ance, dialogue and self-regulation.

FEDERATION OF ENTERPRISES IN BELGIUM 
(FEB)

PIETER
TIMMERMANS
Chief Executive 
Officer

BENOIT
MONTEYNE
Deputy Adviser

Rue Ravenstein 4
1000 Brussels
T: +32 2 515 08 11
info@vbo-feb.be
WWW.VBO-FEB.BE



136

BELGIAN ECONOMIC MISSION

USA - TEXAS

lifetech.brussels is a non-profit association which aims to support 
and to facilitate the development of health and healthcare-related 
businesses in the Brussels-Capital Region (BCR).

Concretely, lifetech.brussels pursues three main missions:
1.	 Stimulation of innovation and entrepreneurship in the sector of life 

technology and health.
2.	 Promotion of R&D activities and clinical competencies of the 

Brussels’ institutions.
3.	 Consolidation of the ecosystem encompassing different players 

of the sector in the BCR: companies, hospitals, research labs and 
support organizations active in the health and healthcare-related 
sectors.

lifetech.brussels gathers around 100 members and offers them two 
types of services:
1.	 Cluster animation. This includes the organization of seminars, 

networking events, international missions; the consolidation 
of opportunities and information for the members via a specific 
newsletter and a website; promotion of activities of the members.

2.	 Individualized support. This consists in offering ad-hoc support to 
innovative company/project members in order to allow them to 
well expand. It also includes challenging business plan, informing 
about financing options.

LIFETECH.BRUSSELS - IMPULSE.BRUSSELS

AZÈLE
MATHIEU
Manager lifetech.
brussels

Chaussée de Charleroi 110
1060 Brussels
T: +32 2 422 00 31
brusselslifetech@impulse.brussels
WWW.LIFETECHBRUSSELS.COM
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Discover the Waterloo Battlefield:
	 MEMORIAL 1815

	 Buried beneath the Lion’s Mound, the 1815 Memorial is a reminder 
of one of the most turbulent periods of the European history.

	 An extensive interactive tour, full of special effects guarantees you 
a multi-sensory experience that is unique in Europe and features a 
4 D film “at the heart of the Battle”.

	 PANORAMA
	 Dating 192, this Immense 110m long, 12m high canvas depicts a 

reconstruction of several of the battle scenes from 1815.
	 LION’S MOUND

	 Constructed in 1826, it offers an exceptional panorama of the 
Waterloo battlefield.

	 HOUGOUMONT
	 Hougoumont Farm achieves the perfect balance between a respect 

for the past and innovation in a setting of spectacular historical 
remains.

	 H.Q. Wellington
	 In the heart of Waterloo, the Duke of Wellington installed his H.Q. 

in this former coach inn.
	 Last H.Q. of Napoleon

	 Located 4 km from the Lion’s Mound, it was in this former farm 
that Napoleon drew up his battle plans.

MEMORIAL 1815 - WATERLOO BATTLEFIELD

ETIENNE
CLAUDE
Director

Route du Lion 1815
1420 Braine-l’Alleud
T: +32 2 385 19 12
e.claude@waterloo-1815.eu
WWW.WATERLOO-1815.EU
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UNIZO, the organization for independent entrepreneurs and SMEs is 
a non-profit and interprofessional employers’ organization and social 
partner.

With 125 cooperating professional sectorial organizations and over 
85000 members, UNIZO is the largest organization for entrepreneurs 
in Flanders & Brussels.

The main activities of UNIZO are: defending the interests of the en-
trepreneurs, providing information and advice and stimulating net-
working. They are aimed at five specific categories: start-ups, young 
companies, growing companies, international active companies and 
business transfer.

UNIZO International is responsible for stimulating international trade of 
Flemish SMEs and cooperation in European and international projects.

UNIZO is a member of UEAPME, the European SME organization.

UNIZO

ANNEMARIE
VAN DE WALLE
Attachée

Willebroekkaai 37
1000 Brussels
T: +32 2 212 25 11
info@unizo.be
WWW.UNIZO.BE
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The Antwerp-Waasland Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCI) 
unites more than 3000 corporate members and is the economical 
driver behind the important Antwerp region.

As an independent, politically neutral interprofessional organization 
the CCI Antwerp-Waasland covers multiple sectors, purely united by 
a sense of entrepreneurship. The Chamber contributes to furthering 
economic development of our region by lobbying, networking and of-
fering specific services to our companies.

In Belgium the region of Antwerp accounts for a third of its exports. 
Many of the world’s major chemical, building, pharmaceutical and 
telecommunications companies have a presence here. Combined 
with the port activity, which contains the second largest chemical 

cluster after Great Houston; the diamond Industry with 80% of the 
world’s production of rough and 50% of polished and industrial 
diamonds traded in the city and the fashion center, it is obvious why 
the Chamber plays such an important role on the Flemish, Belgian 
and world economic forum.

VOKA - CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ANTWERP-
WAASLAND

DIRK
BULTEEL
Director

Markgravestraat 12
2000 Antwerp
T: +32 3 232 22 19
info.antwerpen@voka.be
WWW.VOKA.BE/ANTWERPEN-WAASLAND
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Voka is the biggest Flemish network of enterprises and was estab-
lished in 2004 as an alliance of the eight Flemish Chambers of Com-
merce. As a network we unite more than 18,000 businesses repre-
senting 65% of the private employment and 66 % of the added value 
in Flanders and Brussels. One of the pillars of Voka’s operations is de-
fending the interests of the Flemish entrepreneurs, both for large and 
small companies. Voka is their largest and most influential network. 
With 18,000 members in all fields the Voka members form a repre-
sentative sample of the economy of the region. Voka offers personal-
ized services and helps entrepreneurs to start up their business, to 
make it grow or let it expand. Thanks to Voka’s network of experts the 
members are assisted and advised on all their international questions 
and concerns.

VOKA - FLANDERS’ CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
AND INDUSTRY

PATRICE
BAKEROOT
COO

Koningsstraat 154-158
1000 Brussels
T: +32 2 229 81 00
info@voka.be
WWW.VOKA.BE
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Throughout history Wallonia has been at the center of important bat-
tles that have changed Europe’s destiny. More than 200 years ago, on 
18 June 1815, Napoleon was defeated by the allied armies of Great 
Britain and Prussia on the fields of Waterloo.

In August 1914, more than 100 years ago, the conflict between France 
and Germany became global, as the whole world went to war. Today, 
the “Great War” remains the most significant conflict in world history.
In December 1944, more than 70 years ago, the Battle of the Bulge - 
the final battle of the Second World War to take place on Belgian soil 
- raged in Southern Belgium and ended in late January with the Ger-
mans in full retreat thanks to the soldiers who came from overseas to 
bring peace back to Europe.

But Wallonia is not only known for its remembrance tourism, it has 
much more to offer.

This region to the south of Brussels, is one of rolling hills, green val-
leys, beautiful forests and charming villages and beautiful castles that 
have charmed many a visitor.

Wallonia is also the land of “Art de Vivre” with its many restaurants, 
inns and a whole host of festivals where you have to taste our de-
licious authentic street food, our famous beers and our wonderful 
chocolates.

WALLONIE BRUXELLES TOURISME (WBT)

OLIVIER 
DALOZE
Director, Press 
& New Media 
Department

Rue Saint-Bernard 30
1060 Brussels
T: +32 2 504 02 11
info@wbtourisme.be
WWW.BELGIQUE-TOURISME.BE
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3330 Garfield Street, NW
Washington, DC 20008

United States
T: +1 202 333 6900 

Washington@diplobel.fed.be  

WWW.BELGIUMINTHEUSA.BE

EMBASSY OF BELGIUM IN WASHINGTON

HE DIRK 
WOUTERS
Ambassador
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One Dag Hammarskjöld Plaza
885 Second Avenue, 41st Floor

New York, NY 10017
United States 

T: +1 212 586 5110 
NewYork@diplobel.fed.be 

WWW.BELGIUMINTHEUSA.BE

CONSULATE GENERAL IN NEW YORK

MARC  
CALCOEN

Consul General
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ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL REPRESENTATION
IN HOUSTON

YVES  
DUBUS 

Investment and  
Trade Commissioner

For further details on Belgian products, services, know-how and techniques, please get in touch with the:

Economic and Commercial Representation  
for the Walloon and the Brussels-Capital Region

WALLONIA-BRUSSELS Regions  
Foreign Trade & Investment Agency
5300 Memorial Drive, Suite 625

Houston, TX 77007
United States

T: +1 713 863 1110
Mobile: +1 832 331 8242

Houston@awex-wallonia.com
 

Economic and Commercial Representation  
for the Flemish Region

GOVERNMENT OF FLANDERS
Flanders Investment & Trade
720 Rusk Street, Suite 200

Houston, TX 77002
United States

T: +1 281 643 8804
Mobile: +1 917 355 7369

Houston@fitagency.com

HEIDI  
HOOVER 

Investment and  
Trade Commissioner
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ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL REPRESENTATION
IN ATLANTA

WIM  
VAN CAUTEREN 

Investment and Trade Commissioner

For further details on Belgian products, services, know-how and techniques, please get in touch with the:

Economic and Commercial Representation  
for the Flemish Region

Flanders Investment & Trade
c/o Consulate General of Belgium

Peachtree Center, North Tower, Suite 1730 
235 Peachtree Street NE 

Atlanta, GA 30303
United States 

T: +1 404 659 9611
Mobile: +1 404 226 6435

Atlanta@fitagency.com
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY COUNSELORS  
IN THE USA

JAN  
WAUTERS 
Science and  

Technology Counselor

For further details on Belgian products, services, know-how and techniques, please get in touch with the:
 

Science and Technology Counselor in:
NEW YORK

Flanders Investment & Trade
620 8th Avenue, 44th Floor

New York, NY 10018
United States

Mobile: +1 917 306 0750
jan.wauters@fitagency.com

 

 
Science and Technology Counselor in:

SAN FRANCISCO

Flanders Investment & Trade
155 Montgomery Street – Suite 204

94104 San Francisco
United States

Mobile (Pacific time): +1 424 610 6483
wim.sohier@fitagency.com

WIM  
SOHIER 

Science and  
Technology Counselor
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The Belgian Foreign Trade Agency is a public body with legal status. 
It was set up through the Cooperation Agreement concluded between 
the Belgian federal government and the three Belgian regional govern-
ments in 2002.

The Agency is run by a Board of Directors. Its Honorary President is 
His Majesty the King.

The Agency’s main tasks are to:
	 Provide documentation on foreign markets.
	 Organize joint economic missions.
	 Collect, organize and circulate information, studies and 

documentation on external markets on behalf of the regional 
export promotion organizations.

The regional export organizations (AWEX, Brussels Invest & Export 
and Flanders Investment & Trade) remain the primary contact points 
for Belgian companies.

BELGIAN FOREIGN TRADE AGENCY

MARC 
BOGAERTS
Director General

PASCALINE  
DE SPLENTER
Trade Missions 
Coordinator

NANCY  
WILLEMS
Expert

Rue Montoyer 3
1000 Brussels
T: +32 2 206 35 11
missions@abh-ace.be 
WWW.ABH-ACE.BE

WWW.BELGIANECONOMICMISSION.BE
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Brussels Invest & Export is Brussels’ public service department for 
foreign trade & investment and exists to boost the internationalization 
of the Brussels’ economy and its businesses.

One of Brussels Invest & Export’s missions is to assists Brussels 
based enterprises in their projects on foreign markets. To achieve 
this, an international network of about ninety economic and trade at-
tachés, operational on all continents, provide guidance to SMEs, they 
target potential local prospects and business partners, organize net-
working events, and much more. Other initiatives towards Brussels’ 
businesses include organizing trade missions and contact days, invite 
and accompany policy makers and foresee in collective stands on 
international trade fairs for Brussels’ companies.

Another mission of Brussels Invest & Export is to attract foreign inves-
tors to Brussels and to provide them the support needed, should they 
decide to locate their business within the Region. To enable these 
investors in assessing the benefits of setting up business in the capi-
tal, Brussels Invest & Export has a ‘Welcome Package’ on offer that 
consists of the, free of cost, use of a fully equipped office space for a 
three-month period in combination with a broad range of services that 
also are free of charge.

BÉNÉDICTE 
WILDERS
Chief Executive 
Director

STEFAAN 
LENAERTS
Area Manager 
Americas

LEILLA 
BOUTAYEB
Project Officer  
Export 

Avenue Louise 500/4
1050 Brussels
T: + 32 2 800 40 00
info@brusselsinvestexport.be
WWW.BRUSSELSINVESTEXPORT.BE

BRUSSELS INVEST & EXPORT 
FOREIGN TRADE AND INVESTMENT SERVICE FOR THE BRUSSELS 
CAPITAL REGION
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Bastogne, a city full of memories

Bastogne is an important historical tourism destination home to many 
monuments and museums dedicated to the Battle of the Bulge, a key 
World War II battle.

Located in the center of the province of Luxembourg, close to the 
Luxembourg border, the city has always been a town that people 
passed through for trade, first for the nomadic peoples and then for 
the Romans.
But Bastogne owes its fame to one of the last German Offensives 
during World war II, better known as the Battle of the Bulge.

On main square, the “Sherman” tank and the statue of General 
McAuliffe are reminders of the Ardennes resistance during the Battle 
of the Bulge. On the Mardasson hill, a new place of remembrance 
dedicated to the Second World War, the Bastogne War Museum, 
opened in 2014.

Next to the museum lies the Mardasson Memorial. This gigantic 
star-shaped construction is a tribute from the Belgian people to the 
American forces who liberated the area during the Battle of the Bulge.
As for sports fans, many may already know that the oldest road cycling 
race still running today, “Liège-Bastogne-Liège” passes through the 
town.

CITY OF BASTOGNE

BENOÎT  
LUTGEN
Mayor

CORALIE  
BONNET
Chief of Staff

 City of Bastogne

Rue du Vivier 58
6600 Bastogne
T: +32 61 24 09 13
bourgmestre@bastogne.be
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Within the Federal Public Service FINANCE, the Fiscal Department for 
Foreign Investments assists foreign investors and investors already 
established in Belgium on tax matters.

This team of experts was established in 1997 and is placed under 
the direct authority of the Chairman of the Management Committee.

This public service works free of charge and on a flexible, non-bureau-
cratic and investor oriented basis. The Department handles the pro-
jects disclosed to her in a strictly confidential way. The officials remain 
subjected to a strict obligation of professional secrecy.

“Invest in Belgium, increase your profit”, with that mission statement 
we would like to keep promoting Belgium with foreign investors. We 
inform them of the attractive tax regimes Belgium has to offer with 
regard to foreign investments and assist them in their contact with 
Belgian tax administrations. The ultimate objective is creating jobs 
and economic expansion in Belgium.

FEDERAL PUBLIC SERVICE (FPS) FINANCE
FISCAL DEPARTMENT FOR FOREIGN INVESTMENTS

ALBERT  
WOLFS
International  
Tax Expert

Parliament Corner
Rue de la Loi 24
1000 Brussels
T: +32 2 578 61 99
taxinvest@minfin.fed.be
WWW.FINANCIEN.BELGIUM.BE
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The office of Didier Reynders, Deputy Prime Minister of Belgium and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and European Affairs develops foreign poli-
cy and strategy to defend the Belgian interests abroad.

Minister Didier Reynders attaches particular importance to economic 
relation within the Belgian foreign policy framework, thereby serving 
the regional entities and the Belgian Economic actors.

After twelve years as Finance Minister, representing Belgium at Ecofin 
and Eurogroup’s meetings, Minister Didier Reynders is particularly at-
tentive to the Eurozone situation and the European policy.

DAVID 
MARECHAL
Spokesman

EGMONT I
Rue des Petits Carmes 15
1000 Brussels
T: +32 2 501 85 91
contact.reynders@diplobel.fed.be
WWW.DIPLOMATIE.BELGIUM.BE

FEDERAL PUBLIC SERVICE (FPS) FOREIGN AFFAIRS
OFFICE OF THE FEDERAL MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

SKANDER  
NASRA
Advisor
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IVAN  
VAN DEN BERGH
Advisor-general

The office of Pieter De Crem, Secretary of State for Foreign Trade, de-
velops export policy and strategy to assist Belgian companies abroad. 

The Belgian economy is among the most open, export-oriented econo-
mies in the world and relies heavily on unrestricted, free and mutual 
beneficial trade. With his policy, Pieter De Crem wants to foster trade 
to and from Belgium, and contribute to a healthy and sustainable 
economic growth. 

As former Minister of Defence (2007 – 2014) and Deputy Prime Min-
ister (2013 – 2014), Pieter De Crem has a profound knowledge of 
global trends and developments. He is a strong advocate of economic 
missions chaired by HRH Princess Astrid, as they have clearly demon-
strated their usefulness, both for the participating countries and the 
countries visited. 

Hertogstraat 61
1000 Brussels 
T: +32 2 233 50 11
info@decrem.belgium.be
DIPLOMATIE.BELGIUM.BE/EN/

FEDERAL PUBLIC SERVICE (FPS) FOREIGN AFFAIRS
OFFICE OF THE FEDERAL SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN TRADE

PETER 
ROBBERECHT
Advisor – Spokesman

IGNACE 
MICHAUX
Advisor 
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The Federal Public Service (FPS) Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and 
Development Cooperation manages Belgium’s foreign relations. Bel-
gium’s Foreign Affairs network is comprised of 140 embassies, con-
sulates and representations throughout the world.

As an organization with solid and long-standing experience in foreign 
relations, the FPS channels its expertise into actions geared towards 
the following objectives: 

	 Defending Belgian interests abroad.
	 Promoting a stable, fair, and thriving world community based on 

solidarity.
	 Combating global poverty by coordinating a high-level of 

cooperation.

FEDERAL PUBLIC SERVICE (FPS) FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
FOREIGN TRADE & DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION

ANICK  
VAN CALSTER 
Director General for 
Bilateral Affairs

PETER  
VAN DE VELDE 
Director Americas and 
Caribbean

DIDIER  
VANDERHASSELT
Spokesperson

KAREL 
TOUSSEYN
Advisor

EGMONT I
Rue des Petits Carmes 15
1000 Brussels
T: +32 2 501 81 11
info@diplobel.fed.be
WWW.DIPLOMATIE.BELGIUM.BE
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The Flanders Investment & Trade agency promotes sustainable inter-
national business, in the interest of both Flanders-based companies 
and overseas enterprises. 

Whatever sector you are involved in, Flanders Investment & Trade will 
help you establish contact with the Flemish companies you are look-
ing for. 

This includes not only products or services you may be sourcing, but 
also various types of business relationships, from joint ventures to 
technology transfers. 

At another level Flanders Investment & Trade enhances Flanders’ po-
sition as the gateway to Europe for inward investors. 

The agency identifies, informs, advises and supports overseas en-
terprises by establishing production and research facilities, contact 
centers, headquarters, logistics operations and the like in Flanders, 
the northern region of Belgium. 

Do visit our website and discover our worldwide network.

FLANDERS INVESTMENT & TRADE (FIT)
GOVERNMENT OF FLANDERS

CLAIRE 
TILLEKAERTS
CEO

EWA  
BULTHEZ
Area Manager North 
and South America

Koning Albert II-laan 37 	
1030 Brussels 
T: +32 2 504 87 11
info@flanderstrade.be
WWW.FLANDERSINVESTMENTANDTRADE.COM

MICHEL  
HOFMAN
Deputy Director Inward 
Investments

DEBBIE  
IMPENS
Assistant Area 
Manager
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Flanders is the autonomous northern region of Belgium with Brussels 
as its capital.
 
It is the gateway to Europe.

For many centuries, Flanders has been at the crossroads of European 
development, with scientists, painters, entrepreneurs and politicians 
shaping the future of our continent, combining revolutionary tech-
niques with state-of-the-art talent and know-how.

Today, in the same spirit of combining innovative know-how with natu-
ral talent and craftsmanship, we continue to shape our region within a 
modern and dynamic Europe.

Moreover, the government of Flanders wants to assume by 2020 a 
leading position among the best performing European regions.

Enhancing the international interaction with emerging as well as ma-
ture markets is one of the cornerstones of this ambitious plan.

Via its elaborated network abroad of investment and trade promotion 
offices, and in strong cooperation with the federal Belgian authorities, 
the government of Flanders seeks and showcases business opportu-
nities in a great variety of sectors.

MARK  
ANDRIES
Chief of the Cabinet

Martelaarplein 19
1000 Brussels
T: +32 2 552 60 00
kabinet.bourgeois@vlaanderen.be

GOVERNMENT OF FLANDERS (BELGIUM) 
CABINET OF THE MINISTER-PRESIDENT AND  
MINISTER FOR FOREIGN POLICY AND IMMOVABLE HERITAGE

PASCAL  
WALRAVE
Counsellor  
International Business 
Development

LISA  
LUST
Spokesperson
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Brussels, capital of Belgium, is an international city like no other. As 
the decision-making heart of Europe, it has become an international 
capital, where global opinion leaders meet to influence and do busi-
ness, yet it remains small enough to allow its inhabitants to enjoy all 
the advantages of a human-size city.

The Brussels-Capital Region accounts for approximately 20 % of Bel-
gium’s GDP. At least 85 % of the Region’s economy consists of ser-
vice activities.

Aside from being a top business location in general, the Brussels-
Capital Region is home to thriving ICT, energy & environment, educa-
tion, construction & infrastructure, consultancy and financial sectors.

Due to its central geographical location and unique status as the capi-
tal of Europe, Brussels is one of the world’s largest centers for inter-
national organizations, NGOs, industry associations, interest groups 
and diplomatic missions.

For foreign investors, Brussels is the place to be to run a business 
with a European focus at a reasonable cost.

JÉRÔME  
DE MOT
Spokesperson 
& Head of 
Communication

ISABELLE 
LAVERGE
Advisor  
Foreign Trade

Botanic Building
Boulevard Saint-Lazare 10
14th Floor
1210 Brussels
T: +32 2 517 12 59
info.jodogne@gov.brussels
WWW.CECILEJODOGNE.BE 

GOVERNMENT OF THE BRUSSELS-CAPITAL REGION
CABINET OF SECRETARY OF STATE CÉCILE JODOGNE
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The Cabinet of Minister Marcourt is in charge of the economic and 
industrial development of the Wallonia Region. The cornerstone of the 
regional strategy is the Marshall Plan, initiated in 2005, focuses on 
six competitiveness clusters. The clusters are based on alliances and 
cooperation between large, medium and small enterprises, universi-
ties and research centers involved in the following sectors:  transport 
and logistics, healthcare, mechanical engineering, agri-food, aero-
nautics and space, and cleantech. 
 

Wallonia is located in the heart of Europe, at the crossroads of major 
roads, rivers, rail and air routes. The region benefits from a highly 
skilled labor force and an extensive area for the development of new 
economic activities. The Cabinet of Minister Marcourt relies on the 
Wallonia Export-Investment Agency (AWEX) for the promotion of ex-
ports and attraction of foreign investments.

NATHALIE 
LAFONTAINE
Deputy Chief  
of Staff

PIERRE 
LEONARD
Deputy Chief  
of Staff 

Rue Kefer 2
5100 Namur
T: +32 81 23 41 11
jeanclaude.marcourt@gov.wallonie.be
WWW.JCMARCOURT.BE 

HTTP://MARCOURT.WALLONIE.BE  

GAËL  
LAMBINON
Minister Spokesman

GOVERNMENT OF WALLONIA AND GOVERNMENT 
OF THE WALLONIA-BRUSSELS FEDERATION
CABINET OF MINISTER JEAN-CLAUDE MARCOURT, VICE-PRESIDENT AND 
MINISTER OF ECONOMY, INDUSTRY, INNOVATION AND NEW TECHNOLOGIES OF 
THE WALLOON GOVERNMENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT AND MINISTER OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION, RESEARCH AND MEDIA OF THE WALLONIA-BRUSSELS FEDERATION
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The Wallonia Export-Investment Agency (AWEX) is the governmental 
agency of the Walloon Region of Belgium in charge of promoting for-
eign trade and attracting foreign investment. 

As a foreign trade agency, AWEX carries out a mission of promotion 
and information to the benefit of both Wallonia and foreign business 
community. AWEX assists buyers, importers and foreign prospects 
by providing information on Wallonia’s export potential. As an export 
partner for Wallonia-based companies, AWEX provides a wide range of 
export-oriented services (market surveys, organization of trade mis-
sions, participation in trade shows, export incentives, etc.).

As a foreign investment agency, AWEX is the one-stop shop for foreign 
investors interested in investing in Wallonia. AWEX assistance to po-
tential foreign investors includes site location services, information 
on grants, labor and social legislation, fiscal incentives. The Agency 
also offers a pro-active follow-up service to investors established in 
Wallonia.

Outside Belgium, AWEX relies on a network of more than 100 trade 
and economic representatives covering some 120 markets and over 
20 international organizations. 

WALLONIA EXPORT-INVESTMENT AGENCY 
WALLONIA REGION

PASCALE 
DELCOMMINETTE
CEO

ALPHI 
CARTUYVELS
Deputy General 
Manager Europe & 
North America  
AWEX-Invest

PHILIPPE 
LACHAPELLE
Director Business 
Development 
and Strategic 
Partnerships

Place Sainctelette 2
1080 Brussels
T: +32 2 421 82 11
mail@awex.be
WWW.AWEX.BE

WWW.WALLONIA.BE

WWW.INVESTINWALLONIA.BE

YAEL  
HAUMONT
Area Manager North 
America
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Wallonie-Bruxelles International (WBI) is the public body in charge of 
international relations of Wallonia and the French-speaking Commu-
nity of Belgium. The relations with foreign partners proceed on a bilat-
eral (ability to sign treaties) or multilateral level (representation within 
international organizations such as the OECD, the Council of the EU, 
the Council of Europe and specialized organizations of the UNO (ILO, 
UNIDO, UNESCO, etc.).

The main objective of the Research & Innovation Unit of WBI is to promote 
partnerships and build networks between research and innovation actors 
of Wallonia-Brussels and other countries. By stimulating international co-
operation in an open innovation approach, the Unit creates synergies in 
the internationalization of academia, research centers and companies 
of Wallonia-Brussels. The Unit is notably coordinating the WBI network 
of Scientific Liaison Officer as well as the Research & Innovation Plat-
form, a multi-stakeholder initiative that brings together the main actors 

of Wallonia-Brussels in the fields of science, technology and creativity.

In order to actively support and develop coordinated or joint projects 
towards foreign partners of excellence and within international networks, 
WBI has built a worldwide network of scientific liaison officers. Their main 
activities consist of monitoring and reporting developments in science 
and technology policy in the host country and establishing and maintain-
ing contacts within innovative ecosystems. They also organize events 
and multidisciplinary activities aiming to increase the level of awareness 
of Wallonia-Brussels as a supporter of cooperative projects and a perfect 
location for research and innovation at the heart of Europe.

DELEGATION WALLONIE-BRUXELLES aux Etats-Unis
75 Kneeland, suite 910, Boston, MA 02111
Office: +1 617 636 0832 | Cell: +1 857 333 8951
m.vancauter@wbi.be

WALLONIE-BRUXELLES INTERNATIONAL (WBI) 

PASCALE 
DELCOMMINETTE
CEO

HUBERT 
GOFFINET
Head of Research 
and Innovation Unit

MAXIME  
VAN CAUTER
Scientific Liaison 
Officer - USA

Place Sainctelette 2
1080 Brussels
T: +32 2 421 82 11
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Need to contact an organizer? Looking for the latest program? Won-
dering who the participants are? Interested to learn more about Bel-
gium or maybe looking for some pictures or a press release? 

A dedicated website has been created for finding anything you need to 
know about the Belgian Economic Mission to Texas, whether you are 
a participant, a journalist, a local partner or just interested to know 
what happens during this mission. A variety of documents and infor-
mation are gathered in one place for your convenience.

An app version of the website is now also available in the App Store 
and Google Play!

Moreover, if you are a participant or an organizer and would like to 
share information on the website, please contact Rose Donck for fur-
ther assistance.

WEBSITE: WWW.BELGIANECONOMICMISSION.BE
APP: “BELGIAN ECONOMIC MISSION”

ROSE  
DONCK
Media and Social 
Media Manager

Mobile: +32 476 94 29 67
rosemary.donck@abh-ace.be
WWW.BELGIANECONOMICMISSION.BE
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Logistical organization of the mission provided by:

CWT Meetings & Events is a part of the Belgian and global leader in 
travel retailing and management. They represent all segments of the 
travel industry (business travel, leisure travel, meetings & incentives 
and wholesaling).

Present in more than 150 countries, CWT is the global leader in travel 
management and serves companies of all sizes, as well as govern-
ment institutions and non-governmental organizations. By leveraging 
both the expertise of its people and leading-edge technology, 

CWT helps clients derive the greatest value from their travel programs 

in terms of savings, service and security, and provides best-in-class 
service and assistance to travelers.

CWT Meetings & Events is a full service agency, delivering measurable 
value for some of the world’s most well-known brands and creating 
memorable attendee experiences!
They truly help you in delivering inspiring events and business results 
with focus on cost control without losing creativity.

CWT Meetings & Events is one of the largest agencies specializing in 
the organization of trade missions, meetings, incentives, congresses 
and events.

CARLSON WAGONLIT TRAVEL 
CWT MEETINGS & EVENTS BELUX

CATHERINE 
BLANC 
Senior Manager CWT 
Meetings & Events 
Belux

NICKY  
DEVIS 
Senior Account 
Manager

INGE  
MEKKE
Senior Project  
Leader

Rue de la Chancellerie 17A
1000 Brussels
T: +32 2 258 10 10
catherine.blanc@cwt-me.com
WWW.CWT-MEETINGS-EVENTS.COM
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AUSTIN | HILTON AUSTIN

Hilton Austin 
500 East 4th Street
Austin, TX 78701
United States
T: +1 512 482 8000

WWW3.HILTON.COM/EN/HOTELS/TEXAS/HILTON-AUSTIN-AUSCVHH/INDEX.HTML 



167

HOUSTON | HILTON AMERICAS-HOUSTON

Hilton Americas-Houston 
1600 Lamar
Houston, TX 77010
United States
T: +1 713 739 8000

WWW3.HILTON.COM/EN/HOTELS/TEXAS/HILTON-AMERICAS-HOUSTON-HOUCVHH/INDEX.HTML 
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THE HEART OF EUROPE
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Belgium is a Federal Kingdom comprised of three Regions (the 
Flemish Region, the Walloon Region and the Brussels-Capital Region) 
and three Communities (the Flemish, the French and the German 
Communities).

Belgium has a population of 11.3 million inhabitants (2015 est.) and 
is one of the most densely populated countries in Europe. Brussels 
is the ‘Capital of Europe’: it hosts the headquarters of the European 
Commission, the Council of Ministers and the European Parliament. 
Other major international organizations, such as NATO, are also 
located in Belgium’s capital. That is how Brussels ranks as the world’s 
number three city (after London and Washington, D.C.) in terms of the 
number of accredited journalists and fourth in terms of the number of 
international meetings and seminars held.

With a surface of 30,500 km2, Belgium is one of the smallest member 
states of the European Union. Nevertheless, it is a significant player 
in the world economy. Belgium scores particularly well for its export-
driven economy and investment attractiveness. Its small size and 
limited internal market are the main factors behind the strong export 
culture in Belgium. Moreover, due to its well-developed infrastructure, 
good living standards, central location and highly-skilled workforce, 
Belgium is also praised by foreign investors.

GDP (Gross Domestic Product) reached €400.6 billion in 2014 

and €409.8 billion in 2015. Despite the continuing financial and 
economic turmoil in Europe, Belgium’s GDP kept increasing in both 
2014 (+1.3%) and 2015 (+1.4%) (Source: National Bank of Belgium). 
Belgium also remains a high income country, with a GDP per capita of 
$44.287 in 2015 (Source: OECD).

Belgium ranked 3rd on the annual KOF Index of Globalization in 2015, 
after being second a year earlier. This index measures the economic, 
social and political dimensions of globalization.

According to the World Trade Organization (WTO), Belgium was the 
12th exporter and 14th importer of goods worldwide in 2015 with a 
share of 2.4% and 2.2% respectively. Belgium’s own goods market 
is characterized by high levels of competition and an environment 
that facilitates new business creation. Business operations are 
also distinguished by high levels of sophistication and professional 
management.

Last year it also ranked as the 13th exporter and 12th importer of 
services worldwide with a share of 2.3% in both cases.

Belgium boasts an exceptional higher education and training system, 
with excellent math and science education, top-notch management 
schools and a strong propensity for on-the-job training. These 
elements contribute to an overall high capacity to innovate.

ECONOMIC PROFILE OF BELGIUM, 
THE HEART OF EUROPE
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Belgium is indeed your ideal partner because of its strategic location in the heart of Europe, its flourishing economy with stable growth and the 
unwavering confidence of consumers and investors.

TRADE RELATIONS WITH 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

BELGIAN EXPORTS TO  
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

2013	 12 months	 € 18,035.9 million

2014	 12 months	 € 19,111.8 million

2015	 12 months	 € 21,452.5 million

2016	   6 months	 € 10,636.9 million

BELGIAN IMPORT FROM  
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

2013	 12 months	 € 23,691.3 million

2014	 12 months	 € 25,202.9 million

2015	 12 months	 € 29,348.1 million

2016	   6 months	 € 14,019.7 million
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